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For the April meeting's show it's back to the past -- a blast from yesteryear with some 
Mo[o]re of Dick Myer's slides, presented by Wayland Moore.  It will include a couple of 
NC railroads, Chessie, and other "goodies".  Come see some history [some of the 
photos were taken in the early 60's] that was made and captured on film.  Also, definitely 
included will be some local Lynchburg sights from decades ago. 
 

 
Wednesday, April 13, 2016.     6:00 p.m. 

         Charley's Restaurant.   707 Graves Mill Rd.   Lynchburg, VA. 
             
                                                                                 



             
        

Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS 
Minutes of Meeting – March 9, 2016 

President Rick Johnson called the meeting to order at Charley’s Restaurant at 7:36 p.m.  Rick 
welcomed 22 members and 5 guests for a total of 27 in attendance.  Guests were Dona Duval, Mary 
Guthrow, Don Wells {Rivanna Chapter, NRHS Member and our show presenter}, Ruthann Tile, and 
Jean Fielding.  Rick asked that the reading of the minutes be dispensed.  No corrections to the 
February 2016 minutes.  The minutes of the February meeting were approved as published in the 
“Blue Ridge Dispatcher”.  
Treasurer’s Report: John Tanner 
Old Business: President Rick Johnson – Nothing to report    
New Business: President Rick Johnson reported that long time BRC member Garland Gay passed 
away on February 16, 2016.  Rick also asked members to keep BRC member Dale Diacont’s wife 
Audrey in their prayers during her severe illness.  On a much lighter note Rick presented Ed Fielding, 
the longest running member of the current BRC members his 50-year NRHS pin from National.  Ed’s 
lovely wife Jean accepted the award with him.  We all know what she had to do to get Ed to come to 
the meetings over the last 50 years!  LOL!   Thanks Ed and Jean! Rick also presented our BRC 
“mascot” Wayland Moore his 25-year NRHS pin from National.  Believe me the BRC would not be the 
same without these two wild men! (See photos next page) 
Vice President’s Report: Gale McKinley reported that she was working on getting a correct and up 
to date local and national membership roster from National, NRHS.  Not having much luck.  
Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS Chairman of Virginia’s Rail Heritage Region Partners: Norris Deyerle 
reported on the numerous railroad train shows and events going on in our area.  Asked the folks 
attending the meeting to read his latest “Calendar of Events” in the March newsletter and on our 
website www.blueridgenrhs.org.   
Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS National Representative: Bob Leslie told everyone that he plans to 
attend the National Representatives Meeting in Cumberland, MD, this coming April.  Requested that if 
anyone had any specific questions that they would like for Bob to ask during the meeting to please let 
him know.   
Webmaster’s Report: John Siegle – No Report 
Editor’s Report: Garland Harper absent – No Report 
Closing Remarks: Rick invited everyone back in two weeks from tonight to view Steve Hutchison’s 
long awaited presentation.  Steve had to postpone this show last year due to his mother being ill.  
Steve is a long time friend of our Chapter and his shows are the best!  Our April 13, 2016, regular 
meeting will have a presentation by Wayland Moore. Wayland is going to show us more of the vintage 
slides from deceased BRC member Dick Myers.  Gale McKinley gave Rick and Norris more details 
about her upcoming show on August 10. 2016.  Rick asked everyone to take a short break and return 
for our guest speaker’s special presentation “Transcontinental Amtrak Guest Rewards Trip #4”.  Don 
Wells of the Rivanna Chapter is going to show all of us the perks available from Amtrak.  
50/50 Raffle Winner: Money won by Gerald Duvall  
The business meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.  

   Respectfully submitted, Norris Deyerle, BRC, NRHS Secretary 
 

 
 

From the President.  APRIL 2016 
 

WELCOME NEW BRC MEMBERS - I would like to welcome the following new members to the Blue 
Ridge Chapter:  Lee Herbert and David Herbert.  Welcome aboard guys!!! 
BRC DUES - I’d like to thank everyone who renewed their 2016 BRC dues!  We now have 100% 
renewal of 2015 members!!! Thanks so much everyone!!!  
2016 PROGRAMS NEEDED - Program are still needed for the meetings of September 14th and 
December 14th. If you would like to present a program please let me know.  Thanks.  Rick. 

http://www.blueridgenrhs.org/


 
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
    

50-year pin recipient, Ed Fielding (above). 
25-year pin recipient Wayland Moore (below) 

                                            (Norris Deyerle photos)     
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

                                                                                                                           
 



 
Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS 2016 Calendar of Events 

58th Anniversary of the Blue Ridge Chapter 
A Virginia’s Rail Heritage Region Partner 

Compiled By Norris Deyerle 
Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS Chairman of Virginia’s Rail Heritage Region Partners 

Newly updated or added events since last month printed in “Bold Italics”. 
 

N&W Class J 611 2016 Excursion Schedule Info & Tickets: 
www.nctrans.org and www.FireUp611.org {VMT}.  Note a partial listing of 
the 2016 excursion schedule in this “Calendar of Events”!    
 
Notice:  I urge our friends with the other railway historical groups and museums to take 
advantage of these two websites to promote your train show:   
http://trc.trains.com/events.aspx or http://modelshopsusa.com/other/raillinks.php. There is no 
cost to promote your train show on these websites.  It’s simple to add your event to their 
websites and your event approval is fast and efficient.  These are websites that will help us all 
get the word out about our events!    
APRIL 2016 
04-13-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Regular Monthly Meeting – Wayland Moore 
Presentation. Vintage slides from deceased BRC member Dick Myer’s collection will 
be shown. Wayland will be donating more railroad calendars from previous years to 
use as freebies during our 50/50 raffle. There’s even going to be a J611 one included.  
MAY 2016  
05-01-16: {Sunday} Augusta County Railroad Museum and Model Railroad Club’s 30th. 
Annual Shenandoah Valley Model Train and Railroading Show, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, 
Augusta Expoland, Fishersville, Va. Admission $5.00, children under 12 free with a 
paying adult. For further information email Annual-Train-Show@acmrrc.org, Facebook 
Page: Augusta County Railroad Museum   

  

05-07 & 08-16: {Saturday & Sunday} N&W Class J 611 “The Powhatan Arrow” Excursion, 
Roanoke, VA to Lynchburg, VA Info & Tickets: www.FireUp611.org  
05-07 & 08-16: {Saturday & Sunday} N&W Class J 611 “The Pelican” Excursion, Roanoke, 
VA to Walton {Radford}, VA Info & Tickets: www.FireUp611.org     
05-11-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Regular Monthly Meeting – Kurt Reisweber 
Presentation 
05-19 thru 22-16: {Thursday – Sunday} Norfolk & Western Historical Society 2016 
Convention, “Return to the Appalachian Coalfields”, Wonderful coal field photo opportunities, 
Hilton Garden Inn, Pikeville, KY. Info: www.nrhs.org  
05-25-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS “Fun Meeting”  
JUNE 2016 
06-8-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Regular Monthly Meeting, Robin Shavers Slide 
Presentation, “Railroading Across America, Back In The Years”  
06-25-16: {Saturday} 13th North Carolina Rail Fair, Metrolina Expo Center, Building 1, 
Charlotte, NC. Info: www.gserr.com/shows.htm   
06-26 thru 07-02-16: {Sunday – Saturday} NRHS RailCamp “East”, Newark, DE  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nctrans.org/
http://www.fireup611.org/
http://trc.trains.com/events.aspx
http://modelshopsusa.com/other/raillinks.php
mailto:Annual-Train-Show@acmrrc.org
http://www.fireup611.org/
http://www.fireup611.org/
http://www.nrhs.org/
http://www.gserr.com/shows.htm


JULY 2016 
07-13-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Regular Monthly Meeting, Fred Mayer Presentation 
TBD.  
07-16 &17-16: {Saturday & Sunday} Cass Scenic Railfan Weekend, The Mountain State 
Railroad & Logging Historical Association will be hosting a new photography venue in 
conjunction with a Durbin & Greenbrier Valley event. Courtesy of Ed Mayover via the “Trains 
News Wire”. Info: www.msrlha.org  
07-19 thru 24-16: {Tuesday – Sunday} NRHS National Convention, Denver, CO.  
07-27-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS “Fun Meeting” 
07-27-31-16: {Wednesday – Sunday} C&OHS 2016 Conference, In connection with the 
refurbishing of C&O H-6 No. 1309 for service on the Western Maryland Scenic Railroad out 
of Cumberland, Md. Ramada Inn in downtown Cumberland, Md. Room Reservations: 301-
724-8800, C&OHS special room rate of $99.00. Info: www.cohs.org    
07-31 thru 08-07-16: {Sunday – Sunday} NRHS RailCamp “Northwest”, Tacoma, WA.   
 AUGUST 2016 
08-10-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Regular Monthly Meeting – Gale McKinley 
Presentation featuring train stations and locomotives slides from ’79 to ’82 covering 
from New York to Texas. See famous locos such as the N&W 1776 and fallen flags 
such as the Katy!    
08-13-16: {Saturday} 38th. Annual Lynchburg Rail Day 2016 presented by the Blue 
Ridge Chapter, NRHS, Air conditioned Boonsboro Ruritan Club, 1065 Coffee Road, 
Lynchburg, Va. 24503. For train show details or to rent a Vendor Table please contact 
LRD 2016 Chairman Barry Moorefield, rockdalefarm@live.com, LRD 2016 Table 
Registrar John Tanner, {434} 525-1318 or flytrains@yahoo.com, Or LRD 2016 Train 
Show Coordinator Norris Deyerle {434} 237-4912 or railcow@msn.com, View past 
Lynchburg Rail Day train shows at www.blueridgenrhs.org. The longest running model 
train show in Central Virginia. Each year has truly become a “family reunion” for area 
model train lovers! Enjoy operating layouts in different scales and more! Handicapped 
accessible facility!      
SEPTEMBER 2016 
09-14-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Regular Monthly Meeting 
09-28-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS “Fun Meeting”  
OCTOBER 2016 
10-12-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Regular Monthly Meeting – Kurt Reisweber 
Presentation  
NOVEMBER 2016 
11-09-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Regular Monthly Meeting – Wayland Moore 
Presentation  
11-23-16: {Wednesday} ALERT! NO BRC, NRHS “FUN MEETING” DUE TO THE 
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
DECEMBER 2016  
12-03-16: {Saturday} BRC, NRHS Annual Christmas Banquet 
12-14-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Regular Monthly Meeting 
12-17-16: {Saturday} BRC, NRHS Kemper Street Station Holiday Gathering 
 
 

“Lynchburg Rail Day 2016”, Saturday, August 13, 2016  
Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS Website: www.blueridgenrhs.org  
 
 

http://www.msrlha.org/
http://www.cohs.org/
mailto:rockdalefarm@live.com
mailto:flytrains@yahoo.com
mailto:railcow@msn.com
http://www.blueridgenrhs.org/
http://www.blueridgenrhs.org/


Rails to Trails: High Bridge Trail State Park:  
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/hig.shtml  
http://www.virginia.org/Listings/OutdoorsAndSports/HighBridgeTrailStatePark/  
https://sites.google.com/site/friendsofhighbridgetrail/  
Historical USGS Topographical Maps: A great research tool for locating abandoned 
railroad lines, etc.  
http://nationalmap.gov/historical/  
Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation – Free Official State of Virginia 
Railroad Map, Write: 600 East Main Street, Richmond, Va. 23219  
Phone: 804-786-4440  Website: www.drpt.virginia.gov  
Rail Cam Suggested Viewing by Lee Hawkins: www.railserve.com has been on my 
suggested list for some time but BRC member Lee Hawkins noticed that a new location has 
been added. Log on to http://www.railserve.com/RailCams/ You will see the Thomasville, 
NC rail cam located in downtown Thomasville, NC right on the Southern {NS} mainline.     
Model Railroading: 
High Bridge Railroad Club, Farmville, Va. Info: www.sites.google.com/site/hbrrclub  
Modern Day Railroading:  
Norfolk Southern and CSX Locomotives – The Diesel Shop, NS and CSX Loco rosters with 
professional quality photographs. The NS site includes NS Heritage locomotives. 
http://www.thedieselshop.us/NS.HTML & http://www.thedieselshop.us/CSX.HTML  
“Fallen Flag” railroads of local interest:  
NEWEST ADDITION: Nelson & Albemarle Railway Historical Society, www.nelson-
albemarle-railway-org     
Franklin & Pittsylvania Railroad, The old “fast and perfect” railroad that ran between Gretna 
and Rocky Mount, Va.: http://www.fandprailroad.org  
Locomotive Search Tool And Railroad Photos Link: 
www.railbaron.rrpicturearchives.net  
Railroad Related Events Information: Visit: www.varailheritage.org, www.vmt.org, 
www.linkmuseum.org, www.nctrans.org, www.RoanokeNRHS.org,  
http://nrhsrivanna.blogspot.com, www.dcnrhs.org, www.odcnrhs.org  www.nwhs.org, 
www.cohs.org, www.csxthsociety.org,  www.thecrhs.org, 
www.theruralretreatdepot.com, www.srha.org, www.rfandp.org  
www.vatraincollectors.com, www.traincollectors.org, www.railroadcollectors.org, 
www.nhvry.org, www.norfolksouthernhs.org,  www.RailServe.com, www.gsmr.com, 
www.trains.com, www.TrainFinder.com, www.gserr.com,  www.wghshow.com, 
www.drpt.virginia.gov, www.crewerailroadmuseum.org    
Norfolk Southern/TVRM Steam Excursion Website: http://www.21stcenturysteam.com 
OR http://www.tvrail.com/pages/21st-century-steam  
Steam Train Events in the United States and Canada: www.diary.svsfilm.com  
Steam Locomotive Locations: www.steamlocomotive.com  
Railroad Historical Information and Related Photos: www.hawkinsrails.net  
Railroad Photos: www.railsinvirginia.com, www.railfirephotography.com  
Key Lock & Lantern Railroad History and Preservation Organization, www.klnl.org  
Railroadiana Collectors Association, Inc. {RCAI}, www.railroadcollectors.org  
Danville & Western Ry. Website: Railway operated in Southwestern Virginia between 
Danville and Stuart. http://southern-railway.railfan.net/dw/  
Trains & Travel International: www.traintrips.biz   
Additional links to other NRHS Chapters, Railroad Historical Societies and Museums 
available at www.blueridgenrhs.org  
Virginia Museum Of Transportation Rail Cam: http://www.nwhs.org/cam/vmt  
Roanoke, Va. Rail Cam: http://www.roanokerailcam.com {New 2016 Updated Address}  

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/hig.shtml
http://www.virginia.org/Listings/OutdoorsAndSports/HighBridgeTrailStatePark/
https://sites.google.com/site/friendsofhighbridgetrail/
http://nationalmap.gov/historical/
http://www.drpt.virginia.gov/
http://www.railserve.com/
http://www.railserve.com/RailCams/
http://www.sites.google.com/site/hbrrclub
http://www.thedieselshop.us/NS.HTML
http://www.thedieselshop.us/CSX.HTML
http://www.nelson-albemarle-railway-org/
http://www.nelson-albemarle-railway-org/
http://www.fandprailroad.org/
http://www.railbaron.rrpicturearchives.net/
http://www.varailheritage.org/
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http://www.linkmuseum.org/
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http://www.roanokenrhs.org/
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http://www.dcnrhs.org/
http://www.odcnrhs.org/
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http://www.theruralretreatdepot.com/
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http://www.trainfinder.com/
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http://www.drpt.virginia.gov/
http://www.crewerailroadmuseum.org/
http://www.21stcenturysteam.com/
http://www.tvrail.com/pages/21st-century-steam
http://www.diary.svsfilm.com/
http://www.steamlocomotive.com/
http://www.hawkinsrails.net/
http://www.railsinvirginia.com/
http://www.railfirephotography.com/
http://www.klnl.org/
http://www.railroadcollectors.org/
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http://www.roanokerailcam.com/


TRAIN SHOW VENDOR REGISTRATION FORM 
LYNCHBURG RAIL DAY 2016, SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 2016 

LYNCHBURG RAIL DAY 38th ANNUAL TRAIN SHOW 
BLUE RIDGE CHAPTER, NRHS 58th ANNIVERSARY 

 

The Blue Ridge Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society would like to invite you to 

join us for the 38th Annual Lynchburg Rail Day to be held on Saturday August 13, 2016 from 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm.  This model train show is always well attended by veteran modelers as well 

as newcomers to our hobby.  It definitely has a family atmosphere.  Children 12 and under 

are always admitted at no charge when accompanied by a paying adult.  Vendors are 

encouraged to bring items that appeal to children.  Many small children attend our show 

with their parents.  Last year’s attendance was approximately 500 adults and children.  We 

have numerous door prizes.  Our very popular “White Elephant Table”, where our Chapter 

sells individual’s train related items on a consignment basis, always attracts sellers and buyers 

to our show.  Model layouts with operating trains are a real treat for everyone young and old.  

The Lynchburg Rail Day 2016 facility is air conditioned and has wide isles for easy access 

during the train show. Our Chapter also operates a concession stand with freshly prepared 

lunch items and snacks at very affordable prices.  As in years past, the train show will be held 

at the Boonsboro Ruritan Club on 1065 Coffee Road just off of Rt. 501 North in Lynchburg, 

Virginia.    

NOTE: USING GPS NAVIGATION TO FIND THIS ADDRESS! SOME INTERNET MAP SEARCHES SHOW 

THAT WIGGINGTON RD. RUNS INTO RT. 501. THIS IS INCORRECT. COFFEE RD. RUNS INTO RT. 501. 

Our Blue Ridge Chapter website will have a correct map showing you how to get there from 

all directions.  Log on www.blueridgenrhs.org for the correct directions and Lynchburg Rail 

Day 2016 updates. There will be an ample amount of signs directing vendors and the public 

to the Boonsboro Ruritan Club on the day of the show.  Plenty of free parking is available in 

our expanded parking area.  Vendors can easily unload their goods next to the building. The 

building is handicapped accessible.    

   

Vendor Registration: 

6ft. tables are $25.00 each.  8ft. tables are $33.00 each.  The postmark date on your letter that 

you send your registration payment in will determine who gets the available 6ft. or 8ft. tables.  

We expect increased attendance this year due to the rekindled interest in local model train 

shows.  Table space will be limited.  We have sold all available table space each year at this 

train show since we took over Lynchburg Rail Day.   Reserved table space must be paid for in 

full no later than Wednesday, July 6, 2016.  Tables not completely paid for by this date will be 

made available to other vendors.  No refunds for tables will be given on or after July 6, 2016.  

Prior to July 6, 2016 table rental refunds will be given for personal hardships.       

Vendor Set Up: 

The Boonsboro Ruritan Club will be open for vendor set up on Friday, August 12, 2016 from 

3:00 pm – 7:00 pm and on Saturday, August 13, 2016 from 7:30 am – 8:30 am. On the morning 

of our train show if you are a “No Show” by 9:30 am and don’t let one of our LRD 2016 train 

show co-coordinators know that you’re going to be late we reserve the right to resell your 

table without offering you a refund.  We would like to have all vendors have their table setup 

finished by 8:30 am the day of the show. This will allow the public to have free movement 

through the aisles when the show begins. We ask that no vendor sales transactions occur until 

after 9:00 am on the day of the show.  Vendors will be asked to park in specially designated 

areas to allow for customer parking in front of the building.  We also request that no one 

begins breaking down your sales table until 3:00 pm the day of the show.  Note that our 2016 

train show ends at 3:00 pm and door admission will be charged till the close of the show at 

3:00 pm.  
 

http://www.blueridgenrhs.org/


Please return this portion with your info & payment OR Free Table Acceptance 

Lynchburg Rail Day 2016 Vendor Registration Form 

 
Your Name or Your Business Name:  _____________________________________________________ 

Name Of Person To Contact w/ Business: ________________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________    City:   __________________________  

State:  ____________________              Zip:  __________________ 

Daytime Phone Number w/ Area Code: _________________________________________________ 

Evening Phone Number w/Area Code: __________________________________________________                         

Cell Phone Number w/ Area Code:  _____________________________________________________ 

Business Phone Number w/ Area Code:  _________________________________________________ 

Fax Number w/ Area Code:  ____________________________________________________________ 

E-mail Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Website address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Number of 6ft. Tables: _____ X $25.00 = ________ Total  

Number of 8ft. Tables: _____ X $33.00 = ________ Total 

One Free 5ft. Round Table available to railroad related historical societies, museums 

and preservation organizations. Circle “Yes” here if your organization is attending.  
NOTE:  These organizations can purchase extra 6ft. or 8ft. Tables and still get a free table of the same 

size purchased instead of a 5ft. Round table. All of your tables will be in the same area.  Please make 

the total amount of your check or money order made payable to the Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS.  

Thank you for helping the BRC,NRHS preserve railroad history through our annual donations to regional 

railroad projects!    

Electricity: Circle Yes/No, No extra charge if available. First come, first serve basis.    

Special Needs or Requests:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to the Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS.  Mail your payment to John 

Tanner, Treasurer Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS, 209 Pocahontas Drive, Forest, Virginia 24551-

1235.   If you have any questions please call our Table Registrar John Tanner at 434-316-9500 

between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm Monday through Friday or email John at flytrains@yahoo.com 

.  If you need extra assistance you can email our LRD 2016 Train Show Chairman:  Barry 

Moorefield at rockdalefarm@live.com . Phone 434-821-2174 before 9:00 pm.   
Vendor Table Agreement: Note: Agreement Must Signed In Order to Rent Any Tables 

By signing this form, I recognize that I am responsible for the security of the items that I 

bring to offer for sale. The Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS and/or the Boonsboro Ruritan 

Club organization are not responsible for lost or stolen items. The Blue Ridge Chapter 

will make every reasonable effort to keep the hall secure for your items as well as 

ours.  

Important Option: I would like my contact information shared with other model 

train/railroadiana show promoters so they may contact me. Yes ____ No ____  

 

Signed:__________________________________________________  

mailto:flytrains@yahoo.com
mailto:rockdalefarm@live.com


NS "Almost Dead Line" 
by Norris Deyerle 

 

 I wish that you could have seen the look on my face while driving down Shenandoah Ave. on Thursday March 31, 
2016, on my way to check out the rail action at Shaffer's Crossing in Roanoke, Va. I was in total shock! I have never seen 
this many locos in one spot in my life! I have been told that these locos are going to be used for many different things. Some 
will indeed be scrapped but many will be repaired and put back into service. In this group of what appeared to be "hundred's" 
of just black NS diesel locos were "off road" power lease return's such as green BN and white/red SOO Line units. There 
were even some road names unfamiliar to me.  
 Mixed in the yard next to these locos was a new production run of dozens of NS low side gondolas. They were 
painted black with the white NS horse logo. A very attractive paint scheme. All dressed up and nowhere to go was the story 
that I was told.  Seems to be that back years ago NS needed new low side gons. Well, the production was delayed by either 
NS or the freight car builder that had the contract. I don't know the details and it's really not my business. Result? NS didn't 
break the contract to build them because it would have cost too much to stop production. NS will be doing what they can to 
lease or sell the ones not needed.  
 On my way back home I drove by Freight Car America located in the NS East End Shops facility. It appears that 
they are the company manufacturing the gons. There were still new unpainted ones sitting outside of their paint booth. I was 
in the automobile business for nearly forty years. The most successful automobile and truck makers were the ones that 
either had the vision or the luck to predict the future needs of the public and other potential buyers.  My customers would say 
things like why doesn't Ford just make a new and improved "widget" for next year. The truth is that production decisions are 
made years in advance and not months by trying to predict the future needs of the buyers. The railroad industry has the 
same pitfalls.  What to build, how many and when we need it??   
 Looks like to a old car salesman like me that NS and other railroads that relied on making their profits from hauling 
"black gold" better be converting those unwanted "gons" into "wind turbine blade" haulers to be used in clean energy 
applications. The coal mine owners better be training a very capable workforce of laid off coal miners into manufacturing 
these clean energy wind turbines before the workers are dispersed and retrained for other jobs. The coal mine owners need 
to have the vision that the original railroad barons had when they built their railroads to serve the coal, iron and oil 
businesses.  
 The need for railroads has not changed folks. All of the parties involved need to stop feeling sorry for themselves 
due to the decrease in coal production and the loss of the money they used to make. The future will be bright for those that 
adapt to the market and change to meet it's needs. Business 101 folks. I survived along with the automobile and 
truck manufacturers over the last 40 years. It was not always easy and it was scary at some times. Think about 
the difference in your cars that you purchased in 1976 and what your energy needs were then compared to today.  Heck yes 
they've both changed.  See the forest now?  Sure you do. And the good thing is that the trees are still there too!  
 

Idled locomotives in Roanoke looking east (top) and looking west (bottom)    (Norris Deyerle photos) 

               
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 



SIGHTINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian Crosier provided this picture taken in Montview Yard of wrecked NS 8132.  Unit had been 
involved in a two-train collision in Washington County, GA months ago.  Link to story here: 
http://www.wrdw.com/home/headlines/Train-derailment-reported-with-injuries-in-Washington-County-
321061901.html 
 

 
Norfolk Southern's Norfolk Southern heritage unit 8114 leads a catfish and CSX ES44 up the hill at 
Angelo with NS train 35Q on March 26.                                              (Skip "Groundhog" Hansberry) 

http://www.wrdw.com/home/headlines/Train-derailment-reported-with-injuries-in-Washington-County-321061901.html
http://www.wrdw.com/home/headlines/Train-derailment-reported-with-injuries-in-Washington-County-321061901.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On her first excursion run of the 2016 NS Steam Program, N&W Class J #611 crosses the former Southern 
Railway trestle over Fishing Creek and Campbell Ave. northbound as she arrives in Lynchburg, Va. from 
Spencer, NC, on Saturday, April 9.  Southern Railway serviced Campbell - Payne Lumber Co., C.L. Lewis 
Construction Co. and a beer distributing warehouse using the trackage and wooden trestle in the foreground.  
The abandoned (rails removed) trestle in the background carried N&W’s Durham Line to downtown Lynchburg.  
NS train 35Q sits next to the excursion train on Track 2.                                                    (Rick Johnson Photo)   

 
                       611 and helpers arrive Kemper Street Station. (G. Harper photo) 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crowd gathers next to 611 while it was taking on water behind Kemper Street Station..  (G. Harper photo) 
             
             
             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The visit to Lynchburg complete, 611 departs Kemper Street Station 
and begins the return journey to Spencer, NC.  (G. Harper photo) 

 
 
 



Canadian Pacific terminates efforts to merge with Norfolk Southern.                        
April 11, 2016. Calgary, AB 

 
 Canadian Pacific Railway Ltd. (TSX:CP) (NYSE:CP) today announced that it has 
terminated efforts to merge with Norfolk Southern Corp. (NS), including the withdrawal of a 
resolution asking NS shareholders to vote in favour of good-faith negotiations between the 
two companies. No further financial offers or overtures to meet with the NS board of directors 
are planned at this time. 
 CP proposed the creation of a true end-to-end railroad that would enhance 
competition, ease freight congestion now and into the future, improve service to shippers, 
better support the economy and generate significant shareholder value for both companies. 
 "We have long recognized that consolidation is necessary for the North American rail 
industry to meet the demands of a growing economy, but with no clear path to a friendly 
merger at this time, we will turn all of our focus and energy to serving our customers and 
creating long term value for CP shareholders," said CP CEO E. Hunter Harrison. 
 CP has a proven approach – precision railroading – that delivers superior results for 
customers, employees, communities and shareholders. CP will continue to focus on providing 
the best service, controlling costs, optimizing assets, operating safely and developing the 
best team of railroaders in the industry. 

 
 
 

Norfolk Southern comments on Canadian Pacific’s withdrawal of its 
proposal to acquire the company and related shareholder resolution 

Norfolk, Va. - Apr 11, 2016. 
  
 Norfolk Southern (NYSE: NSC) today issued the following statement regarding 
Canadian Pacific’s (TSX: CP) (NYSE: CP) withdrawal of its unsolicited acquisition proposal 
and its related shareholder resolution:  
Norfolk Southern’s board and management team are committed to enhancing value for 
shareholders.  Since the company’s new management team was appointed, Norfolk Southern 
has been focused on implementing a strategic plan to streamline operations, reduce 
expenses and maintain superior customer service levels.  
 The Norfolk Southern team has made significant progress and is on track to achieve 
annual productivity savings of more than $650 million and an operating ratio below 65 
percent by 2020.  We are confident the continued execution of our plan will deliver superior 
value to all of the company’s stakeholders by best positioning Norfolk Southern to succeed. 
 We thank our shareholders for their input and support throughout this process and our 
employees for their hard work and dedication to strengthening Norfolk Southern as a critical 
component of the nation’s transportation infrastructure. 

 
Lynchburg Oil train derailment  

 
The full report issued by the National Transportation Safety Board  

can be read by following this link: 
 

http://www.ntsb.gov/investigations/AccidentReports/Reports/RAB1601.pdf 
              

http://www.ntsb.gov/investigations/AccidentReports/Reports/RAB1601.pdf
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Lynchburg Rail Day 2016.   Saturday, August 13, 2016. 
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