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crew the night before on the radio making preparations to leave again. Based on what I heard they made it this
time.
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Altavista bridge repairs set; sidewalk gets evaluation. Railfanning location in jeopardy.
By Mark Thomas, Altavista Journal Editor. Wednesday, March 24, 2010

General repairs will be made on the U.S. 29 Business bridge at the north end of Altavista. Jeff Milton, the
Virginia Department of Transportation's Lynchburg District structure and bridge safety inspection engineer, said
work on the bridge will repair deteriorating concrete, put a protective concrete overlay on the deck, repair joints in
the deck and repair the concrete supports.

On the other end of U.S. 29 Business at the bridge over the Staunton River linking Altavista and Hurt, the
sidewalk has been closed for several weeks. Milton said it was closed for safety due to some deterioration in the
sidewalk and supports. He said that doesn't affect the bridge's carrying capacity. He said the highway department
is evaluating options on whether to make repairs and reopen the sidewalk or permanently close it. He said a
decision would be made in the next couple of months.

Ed. note – The sidewalk on Business 29 over the Staunton River is a great place from which to watch
trains in Altavista. The ex-SOU trestle over the Staunton River parallels the sidewalk, and the ex-VGN runs below
the sidewalk on the north end of the bridge. Let us hope it is not closed permanently!

Two derailments on the CSX James River line tie up traffic. Two trains on the CSX James River line derailed
just days apart shutting traffic down for several days. The first one occurring late at night on March 31 involved
about 27 loads of coal near Norwood, VA, a few miles east of Gladstone. The cars wrecked were aluminum-sided
TILX Rapid-Discharge hoppers and piled up accordion style, according to one Blue Ridge Chapter member who
went down there to check it out. On April 3 another coal train derailed while passing through Bell’s Tunnel near
Eagle Rock. This wreck involved both locomotives and about 12 cars. These remained upright, according to
reports, but took nearly two days to clear up. It goes without saying that traffic was VERY heavy coming down the
river once the railroad was open again.

Amtrak engine troubles result in odd equipment move. On April 5 Amtrak mechanical crews, while going
through their routine inspection of the NEC Regional train during its overnight layover, found a serious flaw in the
suspension of engine 167 making it necessary to take it out of service. An engine was taken off train #20 the next

morning, April 6, to give to the Regional train. #20 was
already late and lost about another 30 minutes surrendering
its lead unit. The Regional was only about 20 minutes late
leaving Lynchburg. Pictured to the left is the bad-ordered unit,
#167, and the Regional train ready to make its back-up move
to the station to received passengers.

That evening a second unit and additional train crew
came down on the Regional train to tow the disabled one back
to Washington. After the train was turned and parked
following arrival into Lynchburg the lead unit of the two was
uncoupled and backed onto #167. By 11:30 p.m. the two
units were ready to leave town. See picture below. The small

train eased out onto the main line and drifted north to Rivermont to wait for NS train 203 to pass.
It wasn’t much of a wait and soon the light engine

move, which was symbolled “18”, proceeded north. Your
editor then heard a most interesting radio exchange
between the dispatcher and “18”. Dispatcher: “Amtrak
18, how long are you good for?”. “18”: “Uh, Greenville,
we’re good until 4:40 (a.m.).” Dispatcher: “I’ve been told
to tell you to return to Lynchburg.” There was a little
pause and the Amtrak crew confirmed their instructions,
and did what they were told to do, and arrived back at
Kemper Street about 12:45 a.m.

I can only assume someone decided that the
crew would not make it to Washington before their time
was up. As you know, a train crew cannot be on duty for
more than twelve hours, and this train had to operate at a
restricted speed. Thursday morning I heard the same
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Please return this lower portion with your info & payment OR Free Table Acceptance

Lynchburg Rail Day 2010 Vendor Registration Form

Your Name or Your Business Name: __________________________________________________

Name of Person to Contact w/ Business: _____________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________ City: _________________________

State: ______ Zip: __________________

Daytime Phone Number w/ Area Code: ______________________________________________

Evening Phone Number w/Area Code: _______________________________________________

Cell Phone Number w/ Area Code: __________________________________________________

Business Phone Number w/ Area Code: ______________________________________________

Fax Number w/ Area Code: _________________________________________________________

E-mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Website address: ____________________________________________________________________

Number of 6ft. Tables: _____ X $25.00 = _______ Total

Number of 8ft. Tables: _____ X $33.00 = _______ Total

One Free 5ft. Round Table available to railroad related historical societies, museums and

preservation organizations. Circle “Yes” here if your organization is attending.

NOTE: These organizations can purchase extra 6ft. or 8ft. Tables and still get a free table of the same size

purchased instead of a 5ft. Round table. All of your tables will be in the same area. Please make the total

amount of your check or money order made payable to the Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS. Thank you for

helping preserve railroad history!

Electricity: Circle Yes/No, No extra charge if available. First come, first serve basis.

Special Needs or Requests: _________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to the Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS. Mail your payment to the Blue Ridge
Chapter, NRHS, P.O. Box 11731, Lynchburg, Virginia 24506-1731. If you have any questions please call our
Table Registrar John Tanner at 434-316-9500 between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm Monday through Friday or
email John at flytrains@verizon.net . If you need extra assistance you can email our LRD 2010 Train Show
Chairman: Barry Moorefield at bmopar@verizon.net or Phone 434-821-2174.

Vendor Table Agreement: Note: Agreement Must Signed In Order to Rent Any Tables
By signing this form, I recognize that I am responsible for the security of the items that I bring to offer for

sale. The Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS and/or the Boonsboro Ruritan Club organization are not responsible for
lost or stolen items. The Blue Ridge Chapter will make every reasonable effort to keep the hall secure for
your items as well as ours.

Signed:__________________________________________________
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Train Show Vendor Registration Form
Lynchburg Rail Day 2010. Saturday, August 14, 2010

Lynchburg Rail Day 32nd Annual Train Show
Sponsored by the Blue Ridge Chapter, National Railway Historical Society

The Blue Ridge Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society would like to invite you to join us for the
32nd Annual Lynchburg Rail Day to be held on Saturday August 14, 2010. from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm. This
model train show is always well attended by veteran modelers as well as newcomers to our hobby. It
definitely has a family atmosphere. Children 12 and under are always admitted at no charge when
accompanied by a paying adult. Vendors are encouraged to bring items that appeal to children. Many small
children attend our show with their parents. Last year’s attendance was approximately 500 adults and
children. We have numerous door prizes and a raffle. Our very popular “White Elephant Table”, where our
Chapter sells individual’s train related items on a consignment basis, always attracts sellers and buyers to our
show. Model layouts with operating trains are a real treat for everyone young and old. Since we’re holding
Lynchburg Rail Day 2010 in the LARGER facility that we have used for the last four years, we will still have
slide or video presentations by our Chapter members and friends. Our Model Railroad and Railroad
Photography Exposition will continue this year. This gives railroad modelers and photographers a
competitive environment to show off their work. Prizes are given to the winners of the numerous categories.
Our Chapter also operates a concession stand with freshly prepared lunch items and snacks at very
affordable prices. It will be held at the air conditioned Boonsboro Ruritan Club on 1065 Coffee Road just off
of Rt. 501 North in Lynchburg, Virginia.

NOTE: DO NOT USE GPS NAVIGATION TO FIND THIS ADDRESS! INTERNET MAP SEARCHES SHOW
THAT WIGGINGTON RD. RUNS INTO RT. 501. THIS IS INCORRECT. COFFEE RD. RUNS INTO RT. 501.
Our Blue Ridge Chapter website will have a correct map showing you how to get there from all directions.
Log on www.blueridgenrhs.org for the correct directions and Lynchburg Rail Day 2010 updates. There will be
an ample amount of signs directing vendors and the public to the Boonsboro Ruritan Club on the day of the
show. Plenty of free parking is available in our expanded parking area. Vendors can easily unload their
goods next to the building. The building is handicapped accessible.

Vendor Registration:
6ft. tables are $25.00 each. 8ft. tables are $33.00 each. The postmark date on your letter that you send your
registration payment in will determine who gets the available 6ft. or 8ft. tables. We expect increased
attendance this year due to the rekindled interest in local model train shows. Table space will be limited. We
have sold all available table space each year at this train show since we took over Lynchburg Rail Day.
Reserved table space must be paid for in full no later than Wednesday, July 14, 2010. Tables not completely
paid for by this date will be made available to other vendors. No refunds for tables will be given on or after
July 14, 2010. Prior to July 14, 2010, table rental refunds will be given for personal hardships. To help boost
your sales we will post your name and any contact information that you supply to us on our Chapter website
when your table reservations are paid in full. The sooner you pay for your tables the sooner we can post your
contact information. This will allow your customers the option of placing advanced orders with you if they
desire and pick up their items at the show.

Vendor Set Up:
The Boonsboro Ruritan Club will be open for vendor set up on Friday, August 13, 2010, from 3:00 pm – 8:00
pm and on Saturday, August 14, 2010 from 7:30 am – 8:30 am. We would like to have all vendors have their
table setup finished by 8:30 a.m. the day of the show. This will allow the public to have free movement
through the aisles when the show begins. We ask that no vendor sales transactions occur until after 9:00
a.m. on the day of the show. Vendors will be asked to park in specially designated areas to allow for
customer parking in front of the building. We also request that no one begins breaking down your sales
table until 4:00 p.m. the day of the show. Door admission will be charged till the close of the show at 4:00
p.m.


