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Aubrey Wiley will present the show at our January meeting.  
 
ñHerman Ginther was among our chapter's charter members in 1958.  When I joined a few 
months later, he and I met and our friendship lasted for fifty years until his death in early 
December 2008.  At the January meeting, I will show color slides made by Herman as he 
traveled about Virginia and neighboring states to ride steam excursions from the late 1950's into 
the early 1980's.  The attached Herman Ginther picture was made of the westbound Chessie 
Steam Special pulled by C&O engine 614 was it started to move at Gladstone in October 1980.ò 
 
Looks like we have a great program in store!  Plan to attend! 
 

Wednesday, January 13, 2010.   6:00 p.m. 
Charleyôs Restaurant.  707 Graves Mill Rd.  Lynchburg, VA 
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Blue Ridge Chapter, National Railway Historical Society 
Minutes of Meeting - December 9, 2009 

 
 
 President Rick Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m. at Charleyôs Restaurant 
and welcomed 27 members and 4 guests.  He welcomed Mary Siegle as a new family member 
and Steve Blanchard as a re-joining member.  The November minutes were approved as 
distributed.  Treasurer John Tanner then reported. 
 
 Rick displayed the new James River Canal book by T. Gibson Hobbs, Jr. and added that 
member Tom Ledford had helped to edit the book after Hobbsôs death.  Under Old Business the 
Amherst Station Project seems to be lagging behind in raising local funds, they have less than 
10% of their $150,000 goal to date.  Question was raised about the chapterôs donation if they 
donôt succeed.  Programs are still needed for July, August, September and December.  Rick 
announced that 27 members and guests attended the Christmas banquet on December 5th and 
thanked Norris Deyerle who gave the excellent slide program.  He thanked Bob Carpenter for 
the local arrangements.  Rick reminded members that the Christmas party at Kemper Street 
Station was scheduled for December 19 at 8:30 p.m. after the early train had arrived. 
 
 Rick reminded members that 2010 dues are due now.  The Chapter trip led by Aubrey 
Wiley to Victoriaôs Railway Heritage Museum, Crewe and Blackstone on December 12 will leave 
the Fort Hill Shopping Center lot at 8:30, a sign-up sheet was circulated. Member Lee Hawkins 
reminded members that the proposed a trip to Richmond via chartered bus then to Alexandria 
and back to Lynchburg via Amtrak on April 24, 2010, needs a minimum of 30 to make the bus 
segment work.  Checks for the bus segment ($35.00) were due at the January meeting.  There 
was no new business. 
 
 There were no reports from the Vice-President, Webmaster or the Newsletter Editor. 
National Director Deyerle thanked everyone who attended the Christmas banquet and reported 
that the Roanoke Chapter had received preliminary approval from Amtrak for excursion trips on 
November 6 and 7, 2010.  Both Amtrak and Norfolk Southern were pleased with the smooth 
operation of the recent trips.  Member John Siegle had volunteered as a car host. 
 
 Gary Quale reported that Ralph Yoderôs house had been sold and it brought enough to 
pay all of the outstanding debts.  He promised to provide a list of Ralphôs books for sale and 
asked for help in organizing a program using Ralphôs extensive collection of slides. He also 
raised the question of how the collection might be preserved. 
 
 The next regular meeting will be January 13, Aubrey Wiley will present selections from 
the slide collection of the late Herman Ginther featuring early steam excursions.  There would 
be a fun meeting on January 27th.  Steve Neas had the eveningôs program: ñRailfanning in the 
Westð2009.ò  Dale Rumsmoke won the 50/50 and the meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
 
Tom Ledford, Secretary 
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         Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS 2010 Calendar of Events 
                                    52nd Anniversary of the Blue Ridge Chapter 
                                                 Compiled By Norris Deyerle  

January 2010:  
01-13-10: Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Aubrey Wiley presenting a slide show on Herman Gintherôs 
Three Decades Of Fan Trips, Slides 
01-24-10: {Sunday} Virginia Train Collectorôs, Inc. Train Meet, Nansemond-Suffolk Academy, Suffolk, Va., 
9:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m., $6.00 at Door {VTC Members $5.00}. Spouses and children under 17 {with adult} 
admitted free. Contact Stuart Gordon {804} 798-3739.  
01-27-10: BRC ñFun Meetingò 
 
February 2010:  
02-06-07-10: Great Scale Model Train Plus HiRail & Collectible Train Show, Maryland State Fairgrounds, 
Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Sunday 10:00 a.m. ï 4:00 p.m. Info: www.GSMTS.com  
02-07-10: {Sunday} TCA Southeastern Division Train Meet, N.C. State Fairgrounds, Raleigh, N.C. Kerr 
Scott Building, 10:00 a.m. ï 3:30 p.m., $5.00 at Door. Family members admitted free. Contact Charles 
Alford {252} 756-7842  
02-10-10: Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Dale Diacont  
02-20-10: {Saturday} George Washingtonôs Train Show, Chesapeake & Ohio Historical Society, Clifton 
Forge, Va. Info: www.cohs.org   
 
March 2010:  
03-10-10: Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Tom Dixon, C&O/B&O In 1968, Slides 
03-13-10: {Saturday} Carolina Model Railroaders Train Show & Swap Meet, J. Douglas Gaylon Depot 
{former Southern Railway Station}, corner of Washington and Church Streets, Greensboro, NC, 10:00 
a.m. ï 3:00 p.m. $5.00  Adults, under 12 free. Contact Ben Stemkowski, 336-540-1543 or email 
stemjobe@bellsouth.net  
 03-14-10: {Sunday} Virginia Train Collectorôs, Inc. Train Meet, Chesterfield County Fairgrounds, 
Exhibition Hall, 9:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m., $6.00 at Door {Members $5.00}. Spouses and children under 17 
{with adult} admitted free. Contact: Stuart Gordon {804} 798-3739.   
03-24-10: BRC ñFun Meetingò 
 
April 2010:  
04-14-10: Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Kurt Reisweber, Norfolk Southernôs Altoona/Johnstown Pa. 
Update, Slides 
04-24-2010: {Saturday} Proposed Blue Ridge Chapter Outing, ñA Circle Tour Around Virginia, Lynchburg 
ï Richmond ï Alexandria ï Lynchburgò.  If you would like to sign up for this outing then you need to bring 
your check made payable to the Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS for $35.00 per person to our January 
meeting.  Trip Chairman Lee Hawkins will collect them at the regular BRC, NRHS Monthly Meeting on 
Wed. January 13, 2010. If you canôt make it to the meeting then Lee needs to be notified by January 13, 
2010 if youôre mailing him a check. Lee Hawkinsô contact info: Bus: 434-522-6704, email: 
ilhawkins@babcock.com. The total number of people that sign up for the trip at Januaryôs meeting will 
determine if the trip is scheduled or canceled. Important: The $35.00 check is just for the bus ride from 
Lynchburg to Richmond. Youôll need to purchase your own ticket(s) for the Amtrak portion of the trip at an 
additional cost. Please contact our newsletter Editor and Amtrak Agent Garland Harper for help in 
purchasing the Amtrak ticket(s).  Garland Harperôs contact info: Mobile: 434-660-1218, email: 
grharper@aol.com. You do not have to be a Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS, member or spouse to take this 
trip.  Space is limited and extra seats will be opened up to everyone after BRC, NRHS, members and 
their spouses have their opportunity to sign up first on January 13, 2010.        
 
May 2010: 
05-12-10: Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Rick-2 Johnson, Norfolk Southernôs former Virginian trackage 
from Roanoke, Va.- East, Slides  
05-26-10: BRC ñFun Meetingò 
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June 2010:  
06-09-10:  Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Charlie Long, DVD, Note: Charlie is willing to move his show to 
a different month if someone has a special show for this month.  
06-17-20-10: 2010 N&WHS Convention, Front Royal, Va. Info: www.nwhs.org  
06-22-26-10: 2010 NRHS Annual Convention, ñEndless Mountain Railsò, Sponsored by the Lackawanna 
& Wyoming Valley Chapter, NRHS, Scranton, Pa. Info: www.endlessmountainrails.com 
06-26-10: 7th North Carolina Rail Fair, Metrolina Expo Center, Charlotte, N.C. Info: www.gserr.com   
 
July 2010:  
07-14-10: Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Show Needed 
07-28-10: BRC ñFun Meetingò 
 
August 2010:  
08-05-08-10: C&OHS Annual Conference, Richmond, Va. Info: www.cohs.org  
08-11-10: Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Show Needed 
08-14-10: Lynchburg Rail Day 2010, Sponsored by the Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS, Boonsboro Ruritan 
Club, Lynchburg, Va. White Elephant Tables, Vendor Tables for rent.  Train Show Contacts: Barry 
Moorefield, 434-821-2174, bmopar@verizon.net, Norris Deyerle, W. 434-455-7421 H. 434-237-4912, 
railcow@msn.com, John Tanner, W. 434-316-9500, H. 434-525-1318, flytrains@verizon.net.  Model and 
Photography Contest Chairman: Fred Mayer, H. 434-384-2773, barbalin@earthlink.net. Visit 
www.blueridgenrhs.org for more LRD information and to view photos of past Lynchburg Rail Dayôs.     
 
September 2010: 
09-08-10: Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Show Needed 
09-19-10: Annual BRC Picnic, Noon ï 4:00 p.m. English Park, Altavista, Va.   
09-22-10: BRC ñFun Meetingò  
 
October 2010: 
10-13-10: Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Kurt Reisweber, Historic Railroad Postcards 
 
November 2010:  
11-10-10: Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Show Needed 
Attention: No BRC ñFun Meetingò due to the Thanksgiving Holiday.  
 
December 2010:  
12-04-10: Annual BRC Christmas Banquet, 6:00 p.m. tillé Pre-paid reservations required. Guests 
welcome. Former Southern Railway Depot, Altavista, Va.     
12-08-10: Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Show Needed 
12-18-10: Annual BRC Kemper Street Station Christmas Gathering, Guests welcome.  
Location: Lynchburg, Va. Amtrak Station.    
 
Upcoming Railroad Related Events Information: Visit: www.RailServe.com,  www.trains.com or 
www.gserr.com.   Additional links to other NRHS Chapters, Railroad Historical Societies and Museums 
available at www.blueridgenrhs.org 
 
 
 

Proposed April Chapter bus/train trip go-or-no-go deadline coming up!  
Lee Hawkins would like for everyone to read carefully the comments Norris has to say 
in the April portion of his Calendar of Events about the proposed Blue Ridge Chapter 
circle trip.  Youôll find them on Page 3 of the BRD.  Commitment time is rapidly 
approaching.  Weôd love to have several dozen people make the trip.  The more, the 
merrier.  Check you calendar and come along! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.blueridgenrhs.org/
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Virginian Ry. Heritage tour a huge success! ï About two dozen Blue Ridge Chapter 
members and friends took part in the outing on December 12 to Victoria, VA, where the 
Virginian Ry. had a huge presence, and other nearby places.  At Victoria we visited the 
Virginian Railway Heritage Park located where the railroadôs yard and division 
headquarters once stood.  Host Greg Elam pointed out where many of the buildings 
once stood, including the roundhouse and the passenger station. 
 Below is a picture of the group standing in front of the Virginian Ry. caboose 
located in the park. 

 
 
 
Here is a shot of the group and the 1942 Class G-5 coal gondola preserved at the park. 
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After a great meal at a local Victoria eatery our next stop was Blackstone, VA where we 
visited the huge model train layout located inside Bevellôs Hardware store.  It truly was 
fascinating to look at!  The trains alone were impressive enough.  The little, animated 
slices of life scattered throughout the layout were intriguing, too, and added to the 
charm of the display! 

 
 
 

Our last stop was the Crewe Railroad Museum. 

 
 
HUGE thanks to Chapter member Aubrey Wiley for planning the trip! 
 
 
 


