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The Roanoke Chapter, National Railway Historical Society,
announces 2010 Fall Foliage Amtrak excursions from Roanoke!

SAVE THE DATE(S)! On the weekend of November 6 and 7, riders will have the chance to ride
the rails in our area once again. In cooperation with Amtrak and Norfolk Southern, we will operate two
round-trip excursions.

On Saturday, November 6, 2010, our excursion train will depart the former N&W passenger
station bound for the last capital of the Confederacy, Danville, Virginia. Danville is a new destination for
our trips, heading eastward via the former Virginian Railway to Altavista, before traveling south via the
former Southern Railway to historic Danville. We have a layover in Danville to explore the area or eat
before we depart to return via Lynchburg and over the original N&W through Bedford.

On Sunday, November 7, 2010, the same train will again head out, this time bound for Bluefield,
West Virginia, climbing Christiansburg Mountain, rolling along the New River Valley then climbing
the grade into Bluefield. After a layover of several hours to experience the local sights, sounds and
food, passengers will board the train to return to Roanoke. Bluefield has always been a hugely popular
destination for our trips.

Want to be a part of this historic event? We expect to have full information available in a few
weeks. Send a stamped, self-addressed business sized envelope to:

Amtrak Excursions, Roanoke Chapter NRHS
P.O. Box 13222

Roanoke, VA 24032

Postal Service not quick enough? We’ll email out a PDF to all those on our mailing list just as soon as it
is finalized for the printer. Just send an email with “Amtrak Excursion” in the subject line to
Terrapin66@cox.net and we’ll send the PDF. We also expect to have information on our website:

www.RoanokeNRHS.org

The PDF will be posted as soon as possible.

These trips are the major fund raiser for Roanoke Chapter National Railway Historical Society a
501(c)(3) organization dedicated to the preservation of rail history in Western Virginia.

Roanoke Chapter
National Railway Historical Society

P. O. Box 13222 • Roanoke, Virginia • 24032
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Amtrak ends role as Virginia Railway Express operator; Keolis to start Monday
By Jennifer Buske, Washington Post Staff Writer. Friday, July 9, 2010; 1:52 PM

Amtrak's 18-year reign with Virginia Railway Express ended Friday, July 9, as its new operator took over its first
American transportation service.

Keolis Rail Services America, a subsidiary of a company based in France, will assume operations of all VRE
trains Monday, almost nine months after it was awarded an $85 million, five-year operations and maintenance contract.

"I don't expect anything but a smooth transition Monday," said Steve Townsend, executive vice president of
Keolis's local operation. "We have a very committed group of conductors and engineers who are excited to work on
the system."

Keolis, which was once scheduled to take over June 28, did a full practice run July 5 with the roughly 80 new
employees it hired from across the country. The new staff has gone through rigorous training and will soon be
part of the unions that represent the engineers and conductors, Townsend said, noting that although the unions agreed to
represent Keolis employees, contract negotiations are ongoing.

All the conductors, engineers and maintenance staff previously working on VRE -- except one -- stayed with
Amtrak, which has found new positions for everyone within the company, Amtrak and VRE officials said.

"We've been helpful to provide a smooth transition and have been true to our word," Amtrak spokesman Steve
Kulm said. "We appreciate the opportunity we had to serve VRE passengers over the years."

VRE and Keolis officials said the only changes riders will notice Monday are new faces, new uniforms and better
customer service. Members of the Federal
Railroad Administration will be on every train all week to monitor the transition along with officials from Norfolk Southern
and CSX, VRE spokesman Mark Roeber said. Amtrak officials will also be monitoring the service.

"A host of people will be in place to monitor and make sure service is as seamless and effective as it can be for
commuters," Roeber said. "It is unprecedented that the FRA has reached out . . . to put people on every
train, and we embrace that because it will give us continuous feedback."

Townsend said Keolis will have more dedicated management monitoring the system than what is currently in
place. Keolis officials will be at the ends of each line and at Union Station daily to ensure a smooth operation, he
said.

Monday's changeover marks the end of a somewhat turbulent transition that started in October when Amtrak
challenged VRE's decision to choose an international company. Amtrak quickly lost its battle, but the tension among
VRE, Amtrak and Keolis remained throughout the process as officials in all parties butted heads on various aspects of the
transition.

"Though it has taken us longer to get here than we anticipated or wanted, we are glad that the day is here and
we look forward to making the experience even better for our riders," Roeber said.

Ed Note: Expect to hear new voices on the radio on the Lynchburg NEC train in the near future. Some of the current
regulars on the train are anticipating getting bumped by senior employees who were left in the lurch by the Keolis
takeover.

A Lesson in Lynchburg History: How Woodall Rd. got its name – Here is the text of an article that appeared in the
N&W employee’s magazine in Sep. 1958. We think you will see the connection between the person and the Lynchburg
street which begins at Chandler’s Mtn Rd and dead ends at the west end of Kinney Yard where N&W’s passenger
station, built in 1964 to replace Union Station downtown, still stands. (Hmm. What’s Kinney named for?)

“Robert N. Woodall Appointed N&W Vice President – Robert Neal Woodall, assistant vice president – traffic, of
the Southern Ry. System, will become a vice president of the Norfolk & Western on October 1.

Born in Lynchburg on August 11, 1904, Mr. Woodall joined the Southern’s division freight office there in May
1922 and was made chief clerk in 1926. Early in 1933 he moved to Boston as chief clerk
in the office of the New England freight agent but returned to Lynchburg that December
as commercial agent.

He went to New York in July, 1936 as district freight and passenger agent and
was elevated to general eastern freight agent there in Sep. 1938. The next May he was
appointed general agent in Pittsburgh and in April, 1941 he was promoted to assistant
traffic manager in New Orleans. He became the Southern’s eastern traffic manager at
New York in Dec. 1943 and went to Cincinnati in July, 1949 as freight traffic manager. He
has been the railway’s assistant vice president – traffic in Washington since Jan. 1, 1953.

Mr. Woodall is a member of the National Freight Traffic Association, American
Society of Traffic and Transportation and the Traffic Clubs of New York and Washington.
He is also a member and director of the Virginia State Chamber of Commerce.

Mr. Woodall is married and has one daughter.
On behalf of the N&W Family, the Magazine extends a cordial welcome to Mr.

Woodall and best wishes for a long and successful railroad career.
- Contributed by Lee Hawkins
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Who would have thought!
Plans call for steam to ride the Norfolk Southern rails again,

through display and excursion program with TVRM
June 30. NORFOLK, VA., and
CHATTANOOGA, TENN. –
Norfolk Southern Corporation
is in negotiations with the
Tennessee Valley Railroad
Museum with regard to the
operation of a limited schedule
of steam locomotive event
appearances and passenger
excursions beginning later this

year.
“21st Century Steam” would highlight milestones in rail history and provide an opportunity for audiences to

learn about today’s safe and service-oriented freight railroads. The program would feature three venerable coal-
powered steam locomotives:
Southern Railway 4501: Built in 1911 by Baldwin Locomotive Works, 4501 served Southern Railway in freight
service in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky, and Indiana, before being sold to a short line railroad. No. 4501 was
retired from revenue service in 1963 and enjoyed a second career in the excursion program operated by Southern
Railway and Norfolk Southern from 1966 until 1994. This Ms (Mikado superheated) Class locomotive has 63-inch
driving wheels. Southern Railway 630: Built in 1904 at the Richmond, Va., works of American Locomotive
Company, this Consolidation-type locomotive has traveled throughout the Southeast, often in the company of 4501
and sister locomotive 722. An extensive six-year rehabilitation to Federal Railroad Administration standards is
being completed at TVRM’s Soule Shops complex in Chattanooga. Tennessee Valley Railroad 610: Built in 1952
by Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton for the U.S. Army, 610 has been the mainstay of TVRM steam operations since 1990. It
also appeared on several Norfolk Southern steam excursions from 1990 to 1993. No. 610, also a Consolidation
type, was one of the last steam locomotives built in the U.S.

“This is the right time for steam to ride the Norfolk Southern rails,” said CEO Wick Moorman. “We have a
fascinating history, and we have a compelling message about how today’s railroads support jobs, competition, and
the economy. It is a forward-looking message that resonates with people everywhere.”

“21st Century Steam can help introduce historic and modern railroading to a broad new audience of
supporters,” said TVRM President Tim Andrews. “We are pleased to be developing this relationship with Norfolk
Southern for the purpose of preserving and interpreting the steam age, and of bringing today’s railroad closer to
people young and old, in communities large and small.”

The launch of 21st Century Steam would coincide with key dates. 2011 will be 4501’s 100th birthday and
TVRM’s 50th. The year 2012 will mark Norfolk Southern’s 30th anniversary.

21st Century Steam’s initial appearances and runs tentatively could take place in the Chattanooga area this
fall, with locomotives 610 and 630. No. 4501 could join the program sometime in 2011, after rehabilitation. Exhibit
dates, ticketing, and other details will be announced later.

“The sights and sounds of a steam train are powerful enough to catch the public’s attention in this busy and
complex age,” said Jim Wrinn, author of Steam’s Camelot: Southern and NS Excursions in Color, and editor of
Trains Magazine. “A steam train is a living piece of American history that teaches volumes about this exciting
industry that has much to offer our country today. Once the door is open with the steam locomotive, you’ve got an
opportunity to teach a new generation how railroading is the right transportation solution to so many challenges
facing us.”

Later this year, Norfolk Southern and TVRM plan to launch a web site in support of the program.
Correspondence can be addressed to 21stcenturysteam@nscorp.com.

Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum was founded in 1961 in Chattanooga to create an interpretive
operating museum of historic equipment and artifacts in an authentic setting. Today it operates an extensive
schedule of historic and scenic trains in Southeast Tennessee and Northwest Georgia, supported by its East
Chattanooga locomotive and car shop complex. TVRM is the largest operating historical excursion railroad in the
Southeast.

Norfolk Southern Corporation (NYSE: NSC) is one of the nation’s premier transportation companies. Its
Norfolk Southern Railway subsidiary operates approximately 21,000 route miles in 22 states and the District of
Columbia, serves every major container port in the eastern United States, and provides efficient connections to
other rail carriers. Norfolk Southern operates the most extensive intermodal network in the East and is a major
transporter of coal and industrial products.
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Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS, 2010 Calendar of Events
52nd Anniversary of the Blue Ridge Chapter

Virginia’s Rail Heritage Region Partner
Compiled by Norris Deyerle

July 2010:
07-14-10: Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Dale Diacont, “Winter on the Wasatch 2010”.
07-28-10: BRC “Fun Meeting”
07-31-08-01-10: {Saturday and Sunday} Greenberg Train Show, Maryland State Fairgrounds, 2200 York Road,
Timonium, Md. Info: www.GreenbergShows.com Courtesy “Lancaster Dispatcher”
August 2010:
08-05-08-10: C&OHS Annual Conference, Richmond, Va. Info: www.cohs.org
08-07-10: {Saturday} Virginia Train Collectors, Inc. Summer Richmond Train Meet, Chesterfield Fairgrounds
Exhibition Hall.
08-11-10: Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Fred Mayer, Slides, “Rails Of The Northeast”
08-14-10: {Saturday} Lynchburg Rail Day 2010, Sponsored by the Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS, Air Conditioned
Boonsboro Ruritan Club, Lynchburg, Va. 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. White Elephant Tables, Railroad Slide Shows,
Operating Model Layouts on display, Door Prizes and Freshly Prepared Food with Beverages available. Vendor
Tables for rent. Train Show Contacts: Barry Moorefield, H. 434-821-2174 before 9:00 p.m., bmopar@verizon.net,
Norris Deyerle, H. 434-237-4912, railcow@msn.com, John Tanner, W. 434-316-9500, H. 434-525-1318,
flytrains@verizon.net. Model and Photography Contest Chairman: Fred Mayer, H. 434-384-2773,
barbalin@earthlink.net. The LRD 2010 “Vendor Registration Form” and “White Elephant Table Guidelines” are
available to view and print off on our website. Special LRD hotel rates are available at the Kirkley Hotel in
Lynchburg, Va. Visit www.blueridgenrhs.org for more LRD information including the Kirkley Hotel room rates and
contact info and to view photos of past Lynchburg Rail Day’s. Vendor Table space is very limited. Please
reserve your 8 Foot Vendor Tables at $33.00 each today to assure getting them. 6 Foot tables are sold out.
September 2010:
09-04-05-10: “Railfest 2010”, Steamtown National Historic Site, Scranton, Pa. Info: www.nps.gov/stea. Courtesy
“Lancaster Dispatcher”
09-08-10: Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Steve Hutchison, Winston-Salem Chapter, NRHS President, DVD,
“Trackside Video Memories”
09-11-12-10: {Saturday and Sunday} “The Great Lehigh Valley Train Meet”, Merchant’s Square Mall, 1901 South
12th. Street, Allentown, Pa. Info: www.valleygoto.com/train.html. Courtesy “Lancaster Dispatcher”
09-19-10: Annual BRC Picnic, Noon – 4:00 p.m. English Park, Altavista, Va.
09-22-10: BRC “Fun Meeting”
09-24-26-10: {Friday-Sunday} Ntrak National Show: “The Crossing at the Dan”, Danville, Va. Info:
www.trainweb.org/nrmrc/2010show/. Courtesy “Lancaster Dispatcher”
October 2010:
10-13-10: Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Kurt Reisweber, Historic Railroad Postcards
10-14-16-10: {Thursday thru Saturday} Eastern Division Train Collectors Association Train Meet, York Expo Center,
334 Carlisle Ave., York, Pa, 17404. Info: www.easterntca.org. Courtesy {Lancaster Dispatcher”
10-30-31-10: {Saturday and Sunday} “The Great Scale Model Train Show”, Maryland State Fairgrounds, 2200 York
Road, Timonium, Md. Info: www.gsmts.com. Courtesy “Lancaster Dispatcher”
November 2010:
11-10-10: Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Blue Ridge Chapter Vice President Charlie Long, DVD
11-13-14-10: Pocahontas Chapter, NRHS Model Train Show, Bluefield, WV
Attention: No BRC “Fun Meeting” due to the Thanksgiving Holiday.
December 2010:
12-04-10: Annual BRC Christmas Banquet, 6:00 p.m. till… Pre-paid reservations required. Guests welcome.
Location: Former Southern Railway Depot, Altavista, Va.
12-08-10: Regular BRC Monthly Meeting, Blue Ridge Chapter President Rick Johnson, Slides
12-18-10: Annual BRC Kemper Street Station Christmas Gathering, Guests welcome. Location: Lynchburg, Va.
Amtrak Station.
Upcoming Railroad Related Events Information: Visit: www.RailServe.com, www.trains.com,
www.TrainFinder.com or www.gserr.com. Additional links to other NRHS Chapters, Railroad Historical
Societies and Museums available at www.blueridgenrhs.org
Roanoke, Va. Rail Cam: http://128.173.197.94:443/RRCmov
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dues for the current year {2010} will be admitted at no charge to your train show. You still must come
through the main entrance and give the admission workers your name. If you would like to purchase a
selling table at LRD 2010 you may do so for the discounted rate of $15.00. The size of the table you get
will depend on availability. Our BRC Treasurer John Tanner will accept your table payments. John is
currently accepting table rental from BRC members on a first come first served basis. If you are signed
up to work for the BRC during LRD 2010 then you will receive one lunch at no charge. The concession
area must have a signup sheet with your name on it in order for you to get your free lunch. Your free
lunch will include a BBQ or hotdog, chips and a drink. Everyone has to pay for seconds. During Friday
hall setup times and before the show starts on Saturday morning LRD workers may receive coffee,
sodas and/or water at no charge. After the show ends, workers that are taking down the tables and
cleaning the hall can receive complimentary refreshments.

I have three excellent photographers lined up to present slide shows during LRD 2010. At 11:00
a.m. Steve Hutchinson will present his program from his Blackhawk Films Collection entitled “When
Steam Was King” and Steam In Indian Summer”. The slide shows will contain action photos of many
different railroads and locations all across North America from the 1940’s and 50’s. All photos are by
either Edwin E. Olsen or Phillip R. Hastings. Robin R. Shavers will present our 1:00 p.m. slide show.
Robin’s show will be titled “Railroading In The Old Dominion Back In The Day”. It will be a tribute to the
fallen flags of Virginia. Kurt Reisweber will be presenting our 2:05 p.m. slide show. Kurt’s show is going
to be a presentation on the RF&P and ACL. I told Kurt that since one of our Vendors again this year are
the folks from the RF&PHS that his show would delight them. As a matter of fact, knowing Robin as well
as I do, I’ll bet that he’ll have some RF&P slides in his show also.

If any of you know of any internet railfan groups that will help spread the word about LRD 2010
please let me know. I will send you an attachment of my LRD 2010 media announcement. Please invite
anyone that you know that likes trains to LRD 2010. If you know of anyone that would like to rent one or
more tables please contact John Tanner. We still have a limited number of 8 foot tables available for
$33.00 each. Our Webmaster John Siegle has done an excellent job keeping our LRD 2010 information
up to date. Please refer interested parties to our BRC website at www.blueridgenrhs.org for
downloadable Vendor Registration Forms and the “White Elephant Table Guidelines”.

I hope to see you at this month’s regular meeting and our “Fun Meeting”. One of our newest
members, Dale Diacont, will have a great show for us in July. He’ll be taking us to Utah in his
presentation. Dale is a CSX engineer that loves railroading!
Till then,
Moo

SIGHTINGS

June 25 – Newly rebuilt Virginia Railway Express engine V50 spotted in Montview Yard. V50, an
MP36PH-3C, serial #0708-01 is the first of an order for 15 units from locomotive rebuilder MPI of Boise,
ID, scheduled to be delivered at the rate of two per month until June 2011. (Charlie Long)
July 6 - NS intermodal train I13 arrived Lynchburg, but, instead of continuing south was routed on to
Roanoke as train 207. (G. Harper)
July 8 - The dispatcher called it an “Amtrak Special”, symbolled 099. Spotted behind Kemper Street
station was a self-propelled Plasser-manufactured maintenance-of-way machine of some type for Amtrak
headed north. (G. Harper)
July 11 – NS train 11R sported a KRL extended vision cupola-styled caboose on the rear. Seen at
Kemper St. Station. (Rick Johnson-II, G. Harper)
July 11- All four Norfolk Southern executive F-units with a seven-car train in tow were spotted
southbound past Kemper Street Station. (Rick Johnson-II, G. Harper)
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Blue Ridge Chapter, National Railway Historical Society
Minutes of Meeting - June 9, 2010

President Rick Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. at Charley’s Restaurant and welcomed
25 members and 4 guests. He announced that Dr. David Harris’s daughter, Donna, was back in
Lynchburg and broadcasting on WSET. Rick welcomed Dale Rumsmoke back from his recent illness and
recognized Kenneth Attenhoffer, Steve Blanchard and Dale Diacom, members who have not been able
to attend recently.

Minutes were approved as corrected, and the Treasurer then reported.

Under old business Rick thanked Gary Quale for the program at the Fun Meeting, which featured more of
the late Ralph Yoder’s slides.

Under new business, Lee Hawkins suggested two possible trips for the chapter: a bus trip to ride the
East Broad Top RR which would cost about $3,000 for the bus plus EBT tickets. Second trip was a
driving excursion along the old L&D to Durham, N.C. and then a ride on the Carolinian to Selma and
back for their Railroad Days event. A trip to Cass in the fall was another suggestion.

Vice President Charlie Long reported that there was an article in “The Burg” about Lynchburg’s new
Amtrak Northeast Corridor service. National Director Norris Deyerle thanked George Riley of Carstens
Publications for the Rail Day posters he arranged to have made and he request help from the members
to distribute them. Newsletter Editor Garland Harper was thanked for his efforts and there was no report
from the Webmaster.

The evening’s program featured slides of a fan trip by Roy Evans, Lee Hawkins and Rick Johnson to the
Altoona/ Horseshoe Curve area of Pennsylvania 25 years ago. Gerald Duval won the 50/50 and the
meeting adjourned at 7:56 pm.

Tom Ledford, Secretary

National Director’s Page
by Norris Deyerle

On June 16, 2010 I had surgery to replace my left knee. I would like to thank those of you that
took the time to visit with me in the hospital and to stop by my home during my ongoing recovery period.
I have received many nice get well cards, emails and phone calls. My fellow Roanoke Chapter, NRHS
members sent me a beautiful arrangement of Tuscan Red Carnations. I got a big kick out of the color. I
thought that it was very appropriate for a diehard N&WRY fan. Once I recover from this knee surgery the
plan is to have my right knee replaced. Maybe someone can find some yellow and black flowers in their
yard since I’m a diehard Virginian Railway fan also! Ha! It is surprising the amount of pain that we go
through so we can get trackside again to chase our beloved trains. I will also admit that my knee
replacements are being done so I can cover the fairgrounds at the York, Pa. TCA Train Meet again with
my pals Tom Ledford and John Tanner. Ha! I’m kidding you some. Being able to walk, play with my
grandchildren, do things with my family again and go to work are the most important reasons.

One of the most exciting times of the year for Blue Ridge Chapter members is our annual
Lynchburg Rail Day Model Train Show. Our upcoming show is just around the corner. On Saturday
August 14, 2010 we will host the 32nd annual Lynchburg Rail Day Model Train Show. It will be held again
this year at the Boonsboro Ruritan Club from 9:00 am until 4:00 pm. Barry Moorefield is in charge of
coordinating the show this year. Barry will be sending around a LRD 2010 worker signup sheet at our
regular monthly meeting this Wednesday July 14, 2010. If you can’t make it to this meeting then contact
Barry and let him know that you are willing to help your Chapter with LRD 2010 activities. Please get
more LRD information and individual contact information by going to my “Calendar Of Events” found
elsewhere in this newsletter. As in previous years all Blue Ridge Chapter Members that have paid their


