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CSX locomotive engineer, author and Blue Ridge Chapter member Dale Diacont will present the show at the May meeting of the Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS.  He'll be bringing us images of railroad action he caught during a trip to New England in the Fall of 2004.  Included will be Green Mountain primarily, Vermont, Mt. Washington Cog and a little bit of B&M (Guilford). 
You'll want to come!
Wednesday, May 9, 2012.  6:00 p.m.

Charley's Restaurant.   707 Graves Mill Rd.  Lynchburg, VA
[image: image3.jpg]OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE BLUE RIDGE CHAPTER
NATIONAL RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Lynchburg, Virginia





Blue Ridge Chapter, National Railway Historical Society

Minutes of Meeting  -  April 11, 2012

President Rick Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. at Charley’s Restaurant and welcomed 22 members and 4 guests.  Rick welcomed Dorr Tucker from the Roanoke Chapter and announced that Chuck Hladik had been in the hospital.  The March minutes were corrected to reflect the correct date for an event at the O. Winston Link Museum, which is June 2, 2012. Treasurer John Tanner then reported. 

Under old business Rick reported that he and his son attended the “Whistles by the Depot” event on April 6 and presented a selection of slides they had taken. Their next gathering is planned for October 6 and they can be contacted at railphotography@saintalbanswv.  The BRC March Fun Meeting attendance was 18.  Lee Hawkins reviewed the trip to Manassas on August 25th. 

Under new business Rick reported the grand opening of N&W’s “High Bridge” at High Bridge State Park and member Dale Diacont introduced his new book “Yesterday’s Trains” on Virginia Railroads.  Copies were for sale.  Ed Fielding reported that the Virginia Blue Ridge RR program would be presented on June 6 for the Nelson County Historical Society at their museum.  Time is 2 pm.  The program will also be presented to the Richmond Chapter, NRHS on June 18 at Hull Street Station.  Gary Quale reported that he had presented his toy train layout at the recent VMT event and that the James River Division of the NMRA will be April 21 at Fort Hill United Methodist Church and is open to the general public.  Aubrey Wiley announced “Day at the Station” at VMT on May 12 that will include a whistle blow and a 0-6-0T under steam. 

There were no reports from the Vice President or National Director.  Norris Deyerle reported the C&OHS Railroad Heritage Festival is scheduled for May 5th from 10 am to 4 pm.  The Harrisonburg Train Show is May 6th at the fairgrounds.  Rail Day vendors have received e-mail forms and the USPS versions go out at the end of the month.  Barry Moorefield added that he is looking for more tables for Rail Day.  Newsletter Editor reported problems with PDF versions not opening and Web Master John Siegle is making progress on the new webpage and asked members for feedback.  They can view the new page by adding /joomla to the address. Members thanked John for his work on the webpage. 

Skip Hansberry had the evening’s show with slides from his early railfanning experiences in the Louisville, KY area.  May 9 program will be Kurt Reisweber; May 23 Fun Meeting with digital material from Ralph Yoder’s collection.  A restaurant staffer won the 50/50 and the meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.

Tom Ledford, Secretary
SIGHTINGS
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Apr. 15 - NS executive F units and office car train spotted northbound behind Kemper Street station at 12:08 a.m.  Train was returning to Altoona, PA, from the Masters' golf tournament in Augusta, GA.  (G. Harper)
Apr. 16 - Ringling Bros Red Unit spotted crossing the James River southbound about 8:10 p.m.  Train was en route from Washington, DC to Charleston, WV. 

 (G. Harper)

As a note of trivia: it was exactly 101 years ago to the date that the first passenger train crossed this iconic structure.  Visit this link to see what it looked like back in 1911! http://lynchburgmuseum.org/photostore/details.php?gid=62&pid=4468
May 3 - NS Heritage Loco #8101 (Central of Georgia) spotted in pusher service in Roanoke. (Norris Deyerle)
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May 3 - Private car "Dover Harbor" spotted on the rear of Amtrak #19.  The Dover Harbor came to Lynchburg on the rear of the Regional train two years ago when its owners operated a charter move our way.   (G. Harper)

May 4 - Damaged NS locomotive 8756 spotted on NS train 214 stopped behind Kemper Street Station.  214 had been involved in a collision with a trailer full of cotton bales at King's Mountain, NC earlier in the day.  See video of the incident, complete with hysterical female commentary, here: http://www.wsoctv.com/news/news/local/truck-ripped-half-train-kings-mountain/nNWCS/
Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS 2012 Calendar of Events
54TH Anniversary of the Blue Ridge Chapter

A Virginia’s Rail Heritage Region Partner

Compiled By Norris Deyerle,

Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS Chairman of Virginia’s Rail Heritage Region Partners  

Newly updated or added events since last month printed in “Bold Italics”.
Notice: The NRHS is the lead member of a new group of railway heritage groups and preservationists that list their upcoming events on their new website, RHICalendar@nrhs.com. I urge our friends with the other railway historical groups and museums to take advantage of this new NRHS service. There is no cost to subscribe to this service. This is a website that will help us all get the word out about our events!
May 2012

05-05-12: {Saturday} C&O Railway Heritage Festival, Clifton Forge, Va. Info: www.cohs.org 

05-05-12: {Saturday} Raleigh Train Meet, Sponsored by the Southeastern Division, TCA. Holshauser Building, Raleigh, NC Fairgrounds, Info: Charles Alford, {252} 756-7842, e-mail: csasr@yahoo.com or www.se-tca.org    

05-06-12: {Sunday} Shenandoah Valley Railroad Club, Model Train & Railroading Show, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm, Rockingham County Fairgrounds, Rt. 11, I-81Exit 243 Harrisonburg, Va.  Admission: $5.00/Children under 12 Free when accompanied by an adult. Always a fun show with a Family Atmosphere and Operating Layouts. Train Show Coordinator: Paul Graham, {540} 828-1106  

05-09-12: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Monthly Meeting, Dale Diacont presentation on a 2004 fall trip though New England featuring Green Mountain {primarily}, Vermont, Mt. Washington Cog and a little bit of the B&M {Guilford} Maybe it will make me feel “cooler”.  Norris   

05-12-12: {Saturday} Roanoke Railfest, WITH LIVE STEAM! Info: www.vmt.org
05-18, 19 & 20-12: {Friday- Sunday} 2012 Cass Railfan Weekend, Geared Steam Locomotive Photo Extravaganza, Friday Evening Presentation by Steve Barry, “A Tribute To Legendary Railfan & Photographer Jim Boyd”. Info: {304}456-4300 or toll Free 1-800-225-5982 {Ask for Railfan Weekend}, www.msrlha.org    

05-23-12: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS “Fun Meeting” 

June 2012

06-02-12: {Saturday} “Celebration At The Station” Norfolk Southern 30th Anniversary Party, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., O. Winston Link Museum, Roanoke, Va. Admission: $5.00 {$4.00 with a canned good donation for the Feeding America Southwest Va.}  Many activities planned such as 1/8 Scale Train Rides, Model Trains, Face Painting, Roanoke Railhouse Brewery, Crafts and a Birthday Cake! Info: {540}982-5465, Email:  programs@linkmuseum.org, Website: www.linkmuseum.org  

06-02-12: {Saturday} A Walking Tour Of Washington Union Station, Sponsored by the Washington, DC Chapter, NRHS Info: 610-429-5858, e-mail to reservations@dcnrhs.org, Website: www.dcnrhs.org  

06-13-12: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Monthly Meeting, Steve Hutchison from the Winston-Salem Chapter, NRHS will show slides from his Blackhawk Film Collection. “When Steam Was King” and “Steam In Indian Summer” are action shots from the 40’s and 50’s from photographers Edwin E. Olsen and Phillip R. Hastings. Most of the railroads represented are “fallen flags” with some very unusual shots of short lines and industrials. Steve assures us that there will be something of interest for everyone. You don’t want to miss it!         

06-16-12: {Saturday} “The Susquehanna Limited” The Conrail Historical Society will run an excursion from Washington, DC to Harrisburg, PA {RT} via Amtrak, NS Port Road along the Susquehanna River, thru Enola Yard, using the Juniata Terminal E8’s. Contact: 215-253-4527, Info: www.thecrhs.org    

06-18 - 6-24-12: {Monday - Sunday} NRHS National Convention 2012, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Info: www.nrhs.org   

06-21 - 6-24-11: {Thursday - Sunday}: N&WHS 2012 Convention, “Mainline To Norfolk”, Location: Lynchburg, Va. Info: conv2012@earthlink.net and www.nwhs.org, Contact: Charlie Long, H. {434} 239-3521, C. {434} 660-6989 

06-23-11: {Saturday} North Carolina Railroad Show, Location: Metrolina Expo Trade Center, Charlotte, NC, Info: www.gserr.com
06-23-24-12: {Saturday & Sunday} The Great Scale Train Show, Maryland State Fairgrounds, Timonium, MD, Info: www.gsmts.com 

06-30-12: {Saturday} The Fast Flying Franklin PRR Coach Ride, Sponsored by the Washington, DC Chapter, NRHS Reserve online at www.dcnrhs.org, Information: 610-429-5858 or e-mail to reservations@dcnrhs.org   

July 2012 

07-11-12: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Monthly Meeting, Fred Mayer presentation

07-25-12: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS “Fun Meeting” 

August 2012

08-08-12: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Monthly Meeting, Kurt Reisweber

08-08-12-12: {Wednesday – Sunday} C&OHS Annual Conference. Old Town Alexandria, Va., Info: www.cohs.org 

08-11-12: {Saturday} Lynchburg Rail Day 2012, Sponsored by the Blue Ridge Chapter, National Railway Historical Society, The 34th year!  

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.,  Boonsboro Ruritan Club, Lynchburg, Va.

Admission: $6.00 Per Person, $10.00 Family Admission, Children 12 & Under Free With Paying Adult. “White Elephant Table” where we will sell your railroad related items for a 20% commission.  

Vendor Table Prices: 6 Ft. = $25.00 each, 8 Ft. = $33.00 each

Rental Tables are sold on a first paid for basis. Please reserve your Vendor Tables before they’re all sold. Lynchburg Rail Day 2012 Info and Vendor Registration Forms are available on our website: www.blueridgenrhs.org  Need additional assistance? Please contact: 

Barry Moorefield: bmopar@verizon.net  {434} 821-2174  

Norris Deyerle: railcow@msn.com  {434} 237-4912

John Tanner: flytrains@verizon.net  {434} 525-1318 

Model & Photography Contest Info:

Fred Mayer: barbalin@comcast.net {434} 384-2773

8-25-12: Train ride to Manassas!  See separate article below

September 2012

09-12-12: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Monthly Meeting, Norris Deyerle presentation

09-16-12: {Sunday} BRC, NRHS Summer Picnic

09-26-12: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS “Fun Meeting” 

October 2012

10-10-12: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Monthly Meeting, Kurt Reisweber

10-18-21-12: {Thursday – Saturday} Train Collectors Association “TCA” York Train Meet, York, PA. Info: www.easterntca.org 

10-27-28-12: {Saturday & Sunday} The Great Scale Model Train Show, Maryland State Fairgrounds, Timonium, MD. Info: www.gsmts.com 

November 2012

11-04-12: Railroadiana & Transport Show and Sale, Montgomery County Fairgrounds, Gaithersburg, MD, Info: www.gserr.com 

11-10 & 11-12: {Saturday & Sunday} 24th Annual ’12 Railfest Model Train Show, Pocahontas Chapter, NRHS, Bluefield Youth Center, 1780 Stadium Drive {Next to Mitchell Stadium} Bluefield, WV, Sat. 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Sun. 12:00 Noon – 5:00 p.m. Admission $5.00 Per Person, $10.00 Per Family, Info: {304} 431-2593 or {304} 327-0026 Mail: Pocahontas Chapter, NRHS,  P.O. Box 151, Bluefield, WV 24701   

11-14-12: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Monthly Meeting, Wayland Moore 

11-21-12: No November “Fun Meeting” due to Thanksgiving

December 2012

12-01-12: {Saturday} BRC, NRHS Annual Christmas Banquet, Altavista, Va. 

12-12-12: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Monthly Meeting, Rick-2 Johnson, presentation

12-22-12: {Saturday} BRC, NRHS Kemper Street Station Christmas Gathering

Railroad Related Events Information: Visit: www.varailheritage.org, www.vmt.org, www.linkmuseum.org, www.roanokenrhs.org, www.dcnrhs.org, www.odcnrhs.org  www.nwhs.org, www.cohs.org, www.thecrhs.org, www.srha.org www.vatraincollectors.com, www.klnl.org, www.railroadcollectors.org, www.nhvry.org, www.norfolksouthernhs.org,  www.RailServe.com,  www.trains.com, www.TrainFinder.com, www.gserr.com, www.wghshow.com or RHICalendar@nrhs.com. 

Norfolk Southern/TVRM Steam Excursion Website: http://www.21stcenturysteam.com 

Steam Train Events in the United States and Canada: www.diary.svsfilm.com 

Steam Locomotive Locations: www.steamlocomotive.com 

Railroad Historical Information And Related Photos: www.hawkinsrails.net 

Danville & Western Ry. Website: Railway operated in Southwestern Virginia between Danville and Stuart. http://southern-railway.railfan.net/dw/ 

Trains & Travel International: www.traintrips.biz  

Additional links to other NRHS Chapters, Railroad Historical Societies and Museums available at www.blueridgenrhs.org 

Virginia Museum Of Transportation Rail Cam: http://www.nwhs.org/cam/vmt 

Roanoke, Va. Rail Cam: http://128.173.197.94:443/RRCmov
Lynchburg Rail Day 2012 is Saturday, August 11, 2012! 
REMINDER!!!  Train Ride to Bull Run, 150 year anniversary of the Second Battle of Manassas - Chapter Trip Saturday, August 25, 2012, to Manassas and return.  Northeast Regional train #156 will leave Lynchburg’s Kemper Street Station at 9:59 a.m. arriving in Manassas at 12:39 p.m. Returning on train #147 from Manassas at 4:53 p.m. arriving back into Lynchburg’s Kemper Street Station at 7:39 p.m.  On-your-own exploration of downtown Manassas.  Reservations by: calling Amtrak at 1-800-USA-RAIL,  www.amtrak.com or by calling the Lynchburg Ticket Office at 434-847-8247 (remember they are closed from 1 p.m. until  4 p.m.).  If you have questions feel free to call Lee Hawkins at 434-237-2429
or railhawk46@aol.com or Garland Harper (local Amtrak agent) 4 pm to midnight Wednesday thru Sunday at 434-847-8247.  MUST BOOK at least two weeks in advance to get the best fare.
Rail Industry Trends Article

AAR: U.S. coal volume sagged to lowest year-over-year percentage drop last month 


In April, U.S. railroads originated 1,113,105 carloads, down 5.5 percent, and 946,951 containers and trailers, up 3.6 percent compared with April 2011 figures, according to the Association of American Railroads (AAR).

 
Twelve of 20 commodity categories registered carload gains, led by petroleum and petroleum products (43.1 percent), motor vehicles and parts (21.1 percent), crushed stone, gravel and sand (9.3 percent), and steel and other primary metal products (8.1 percent).


Coal carloads fell 16.6 percent — the largest year-over-year percentage decline on record, according to the AAR — and grain traffic dropped 17.2 percent. Excluding coal and grain, U.S. carloads rose 6.7 percent in April.

 
During the week ending April 28, U.S. railroads originated 283,080 carloads, down 4.1 percent, and 242,365 containers and trailers, up 5.5 percent compared with volumes from the same week last year. 

Canadian railroads’ weekly carloads increased 1.6 percent to 81,118 units and intermodal volume rose 9.6 percent to 53,477 units, while Mexican railroads’ carloads inched up 0.9 percent to 14,960 units and intermodal volume soared 31.5 percent to 10,131 units.

 
Through 2012’s first 17 weeks, 13 reporting U.S., Canadian and Mexican railroads originated 6,328,526 carloads, down 1.7 percent, and 4,870,514 containers and trailers, up 4.2 percent compared with volumes from the same 2011 period.
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Blue Ridge Chapter Member Dale Diacont's book, Yesterday's Trains, is now available.  Order yours today!

And... Tar Heel fans may find this recently-released book of interest. North Carolina by Rail - Passenger Rail Travel Guides.    David Robinson, Author.    http://bit.ly/ncbyrail.    Published April 2012
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Congratulations!   Congratulations are in order for two NRHS "old-timers".    Jim Overholser, one of our Chapter's newest members, recently received his 50-year membership pin!  Long-time BRC member Norris Deyerle received his 25-year pin.  Carl Jensen, far right, presented both gentlemen with their pins at the April 19 meeting of the Roanoke Chapter, NRHS.  As you can see from the accompanying photograph, both recipients are on the verge of an emotional breakdown as a result of reaching this NRHS membership milestone.
Our thanks to Blue Ridge Chapter member and tour operator Lee Hawkins for capturing the moment.
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