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Winter is fast approaching and it won’t be too long, perhaps, before we’ll be seeing some winter weather.  With 

that thought in mind, Tom Dixon will be presenting a C&O holiday program entitled "Trains in The Snow" for the 

Blue Ridge Chapter at the December meeting. Order some hot chocolate and enjoy the show. 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019.    6:00 p.m. 

Charley’s Restaurant   707 Graves Mill Rd.   Lynchburg, VA. 
 



Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS 
Minutes of Meeting - November 13, 2019 

 
President Rick Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. at Charley’s Restaurant and 
welcomed 17 members and 2 guests, including Donna Duval and Tex Carter. The minutes of 
the October meeting were approved as distributed and John Tanner read the Treasurers 
report. 
 
Under old business, Rick reviewed arrangements for the annual chapter Christmas banquet on 
December 14, gathering at 6 p.m. in the former Southern Railway station in Altavista, Virginia.  
Dinner will be served at 7 p.m.  All are invited. Tthe fee is $20 per person and reservations with 
payment must be received by December 7th.  Rick also announced that there will be no 
chapter-sponsored party at Kemper Street Station this year. 
 
Under new business, the Lynchburg Railroad Day Committee meeting is scheduled on January 
15 at Charley's beginning at 6 p.m.  A decision about the 2020 event will be made at that time. 
Vice President Gail McKinley reported that the National NRHS dues renewal notices will be 
arriving shortly and she encouraged every to renew promptly. National Representative Bob 
Leslie added that membership had recovered and currently stood at about 6,000 members. 
Dues for 2020 are the same as last year's. He also pointed out that approximately $50,000 is 
available as grants-in-aid for rail preservation projects, including student scholarships to the 
annual rail-camp program if anyone wants to consider suggesting a project or nominating a 
local student. 
 
National is also trying to acquire a complete run of the Blue Ridge Chapter's newsletters for its 
archives if any members have those. He also mentioned that the National board was 
attempting to reduce the size of the board from 25 down to 11 to make it more manageable but 
there was quite a bit of opposition to that move. They also wanted to eliminate the current 
district scheme in the organization. The National Convention will be held in Fullerton, CA, next 
year, details are forthcoming. 
 
Thanks were extended to Newsletter Editor Garland Harper for another excellent newsletter 
and Webmaster Tim Witt announced that the glitch in the web page has been fixed. Wayland 
Moore presented the evening's program.  Member Tom Dixon will provide the program for 
December featuring snow on the C&O.  A member of the Charley's staff won the 50/50 and the 
meeting adjourned at 7:52pm. 
 
 
Thomas G. Ledford, Secretary 
 
 
 
  
 



SIGHTINGS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oct. 30, 2019 - Federal Railroad Administration inspection train seen eastbound at Reusens and again 

a few hours later in the NS interchange yard downtown (above).                            (G. Harper) 

 

 

NS  disposes of executive F units and other motive power oddities 
By Dan Cupper | November 12, 2019 ς TRAINS Magazine newsletter 

 

ALTOONA, Pa. ς Norfolk Southern put its A-B-B-A set of executive F unit locomotives up for auction, according to 

an assets-disposition bidding sheet distributed on Nov. 6 and obtained by Trains News Wire. 

 

wŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ b{Ωǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŎŀǊ ǘǊŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƛƴ нллс ŀƴŘ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ ǘƻ Dtоу-2 standards by 

ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘΩǎ Wǳƴƛŀǘŀ [ƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ {ƘƻǇ ƛƴ !ƭǘƻƻƴŀΣ tŀΦ  Since then, they have been based in Altoona, along with 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ нл-plus office cars.  The locomotives wear a version of the former Southern Railway black-and-

gray F unit paint scheme, with an image of the railroad's thoroughbred horse on the nose of each A unit.  

  

Built by the Electro-Motive Division of General Motors Corp. in 1952, the two A units, Nos. 270 and 271, began 

life as Baltimore & Ohio F7 locomotives.  Rated at 1,800 hp, the A units were previously used by MARC, the 

Maryland Area Rail Commuter service.  The B units, numbered 275 and 276 and rated at 2,000 hp, were built by 

EMD in 1950 for the Chicago Great Western.  

 

The four were acquired during the administration of CEO Wick Moorman, along with three other Fs of Chicago & 

North Western, Canadian National, and Canadian Pacific heritage, which were stored for use as parts sources. 

 

 

 

http://trn.trains.com/authors/dan-cupper


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 21, 2016.   NS A-B-B-A F units northbound behind Kemper Street Station.   (G. Harper) 

 

When NS acquired the units, it numbered the A units 4270-4271, as the highest-numbered Southern F7 unit was 

the 4269.  The B units were numbered 4275-4276.  Within the past year, the digit 4 was dropped from all four 

ǿƘŜƴ b{Ωǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ-cab General Electric C40-9 DC-powered units into 4000-series wide-nose 

AC44C6M AC-powered units grew to reach into the 4200-number series. 

 

The A units featured a camera mounted in the windshield, to provide a closed-circuit signal to TV monitors back 

in the train.  They are also equipped with positive train control.  

 

The F-units led office car trains across the 19,500-mile, 22-ǎǘŀǘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΣ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΣ ŀƴŘ b{Ωǎ 

headquarters city of Atlanta.  They regularly made trips to the Masters Tournament at the Augusta National Golf 

Club in Augusta, Ga., each April, (as seen above, returning from Augusta) and to the Kentucky Derby in Louisville 

each May. During each event, the parked train served as a hospitality suite. 

 

The disposition is not a complete surprise.  In September, an NS office car train operated from Altoona to 

!ǘƭŀƴǘŀ ōŜƘƛƴŘ b{ улффΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƎǊŜŜƴ-and-gold heritage unit.  It was the first time 

since the F-units made their 2007 debut that such a train ran without them.  The office-car fleet includes a 

power car to provide head-end-power, so it can be led by a non-equipped freight unit. 

 

Auction bids closed on Nov. 20.   The Reading and Northern purchased two units, F9A 270 and F7B 275. 

 

 



Donate to the NRHS while shopping on Amazon this holiday season. 

The NRHS and the NRHS Fund, Inc are participating in the AmazonSmile program. When you shop at Amazon 
through the AmazonSmile portal and choose either the National Railway Historical Society, Moorestown, NJ or 
the NRHS Fund, Inc., Moorestown, NJ you will be helping the Society. Amazon will make a 0.5% donation based 
on your purchase price to the NRHS. There is no additional cost to your purchase. All purchases you make this 
holiday season and all through the year when using AmazonSmile are eligible. It is an easy way to support the 
NRHS. 

The links below will take you to the AmazonSmile site. 

NRHS on AmazonSmile           or            NRHS Fund, Inc. on AmazonSmile 

 

Blue Ridge Chapterõs 

Annual 2019 

Christmas Banquet 
 

Dear Blue Ridge Chapter members and friends, 

You are cordially invited to join us at our annual Christmas Banquet, Saturday evening December 14
th
 2019  at 

the former Southern Railway depot in Altavista, Virginia.  We are looking forward to a wonderfully festive and 

entertaining holiday evening! 

Social Hour kicks off our activities at 6:00 p.m. giving members and guest a chance to renew friendships and re-

live past railfan experiences over non-alcoholic beverages, hors dôoeuvres  and holiday music!   

Our delicious catered ñSouthern Styleò buffet dinner begins at 7:00 p.m. served with beverages and dessert !  

After dinner, two special programs will be presented!  The first program features winter railroad photography 

across the United States through the lens of Rick Johnson Jr.  ñDash 2ò braved the elements to bring you this 

program featuring chilling, snowy scenes set to beautiful Christmas music!! The second program will be a look 

back at members and guest participating in chapter activities over the years.  This program is also set to holiday 

music and features images from many contributing photographers. 

Reservations at $20.00 per person are required and must be paid in advance.  Payment must be received by 

December 13th.  Please mail your payment to:  Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS,  P.O. Box 11731, Lynchburg, VA  

24506-1731.  Reservations are firm and payments are non-refundable.  Guest and friends are welcome and 

encouraged to attend.  Membership to the Blue Ridge Chapter is NOT required for this event.  

I look forward to seeing each of you there! 

Merry Christmas, 

Rick Johnson 
                                                

N&W Halsey Spur bridge over Langhorne Rd. reimagined. 

https://nrhs.z2systems.com/track/servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=nrhs&emailId=af1ff0272d41dcab80951311396fe150am996232af1&&linkId=830&targetUrl=https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7053004
https://nrhs.z2systems.com/track/servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=nrhs&emailId=af1ff0272d41dcab80951311396fe150am996232af1&&linkId=829&targetUrl=https://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-5395491


To be part of Lynchburg trail system. 

(Condensed from a News & Advance article by Olivia Johnson) 
 

Construction to extend the Blackwater Creek Trail over the old railway deck truss bridge (It’s NOT a 

“trestle” as all railroad bridges seemed to be labeled by media people and others.) crossing Langhorne 

Road, the realization of many years of planning, will begin in early December. The project will bring the 

paved walking and biking trail from where it currently ends Langhorne Road behind the Greek Orthodox 

Church to the Linkhorne Middle School parking lot. 

 

Construction will start immediately after a groundbreaking ceremony at the trail entrance at 1720 

Langhorne Road which took place at 10 a.m. on Thursday, December 5.  

 

David Owen, project manager with Lynchburg Parks and Recreation, said the project will begin with 

extending the unpaved portion of the trail.  Work on the bridge across Langhorne Road will start in early 

spring. 

 

The $2.2 million project is scheduled to be completed by November 2020, said Parks.  The extension 

will add 2,000 feet to the trail. 

 

The construction is part of a larger plan to continue linking Lynchburg’s trail system, and Owen said this 

half-mile extension will help bring the trail closer to Peaks View Park, Bedford County and Thomas 

Jefferson’s Poplar Forest. Currently, the trail is about three miles long. 

Lynchburg City Manager Bonnie Svrcek said the project has been in the works for over 20 years, but 

the city did not receive funding for it until recently. 

 

Svrcek said funding from the Virginia Department of Transportation 

allowed the project to finally move forward. 

 

The city is funding 20% of the project out of its Capital 

Improvement Project funds, Owen said, and about $1.5 million is 

from VDOT, Jones said. 

 

The bridge will undergo minor renovations, such as new boards 

and a railing, and will be friendly to bicycles and pedestrians and 

compliant with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act, he 

said.Jones said the project will alleviate a lack of parking on the 

weekends and allow those wanting to use the trail to park at 

Linkhorne Middle School. 

 

Left – March, 1991… Your Editor captured a train above 

Langhorne Rd. as it switched the Lynchburg Ready-Mix plant.  

Many have observed that the NS locals working the Halsey Spur 

have not gone east of Frito-Lay.  How much more of that portion of 

the railroad that’s been officially abandoned is not known.   

More good info on the Halsey Spur at      http://retroweb.com/wp/lynchburg-rails/old-nw-main-line/  

 

Memories of NKP 759   

http://retroweb.com/wp/lynchburg-rails/old-nw-main-line/


 by Brad Dobbins 
 

Herron Rail Video has released a DVD entitled "Nickel Plate 759 & The Last N&W Pocahontas". It 

documents the travels of NKP 759 as it deadheaded down the Shenandoah Valley Line from Hagerstown, MD, to 

Roanoke on April 24, 1971, and then on its trip on the final N&W Pocahontas from Roanoke to Norfolk on May 1.  

The news of the release of this video brought back some memories which Chapter member Brad Dobbins shared 

with us.  Hope you enjoy his recollections from nearly FIFTY years ago. 

Sometimes funny stuff happens.  A few of us took the 1965 Lincoln to chase the #765 pulling freight from 

Hagerstown to Roanoke.  We waited at Buena Vista for a very long time long, and we finally called the train 

dispatcher.  It turned out that high winds were blowing the sand off the rails and the engine began slipping.  The 

train kept dropping freight cars along the way to reduce tonnage.  

We set up on a dirt road north of town and were located south of all the other photographers that had 

accumulated near us.  Along came the train and we got a few pictures.  While trying to leave I managed to back 

into a large tree branch while turning around.  A tree branch got caught under the car but off we went, 

nevertheless, dragging it behind us.  Meanwhile, all those other photographers were driving behind us were 

served up with quite a dust storm being kicked up by the branch!  I know it was unintentional, but the situation 

made me begin laughing so hard I could barely steer the car. It might not have been so funny if the guys in back 

of us could have gotten their hands on us!  The whole thing was just a weird accident and we finally stopped and 

got the tightly jammed tree branch out from underneath the car.   I remember the few pictures I got on that trip 

were not that good!  Maybe some poetic justice was served upon us. 

I remember that we followed the last eastbound Pocahontas out of Roanoke.  I’m trying to remember just 

who was in the car this time and which car we used.  Probably the same blue 1965 Lincoln.  I believe that my 

father was with me.  Maybe one or two others.  It would be a real kick to see that car again if caught on the film.  It 

may have been since so many people were chasing that day.  I can remember people lined up by their cars 

almost blocking US 460 near Montvale. I recall a state trooper blowing by us.  He, too, was taking pictures of the 

train!  Ahh, Memories… 

 

 

Two bad nights for the Regional – Twice in as many weeks the southbound Regional train has suffered 

extensive delays.  On Nov. 23 Train #147’s locomotive failed just 

north of the Burke Center, VA, station.  Attempts to resuscitate the 

engine were futile, so a rescue engine was added to the 

southbound Crescent, #19, at Washington to be dropped off.  It so 

happened that heritage unit #130 was commandeered off Amtrak 

#87 and brought to the scene.  Amtrak #19 incurred about a 90-

minute delay performing its extra maneuvers.  Regrettably, 

problems persisted after AMTK 130 was added to #147’s consist.  

Eventually, the other issues were resolved and #147 proceeded 

south.  The train left Alexandria 9 minutes late, but left Lynchburg 4 

hours, 53 minutes late.  Your Editor snapped a rather backlit shot of 

the train the next morning as it passed underneath Bedford Ave. 

 A much more tragic reason was the cause of the delay to 

Regional #171 on December 5.  A fatal accident at an electric 

substation in the Bronx, NY, forced a shutdown of Amtrak’s Corridor north of New York. 

https://nypost.com/2019/12/05/bronx-amtrak-transformer-explosion-kills-1-employee-injures-2-others-cops/    

#171 and many others were stranded north of the scene until an investigation was carried out and service 

restored.  #171 left Stamford, CT, 5 minutes late, but departed Lynchburg 4 hours, 58 minutes late.  

 It should be noted that, despite the very tardy arrivals in Roanoke, the maintenance crew there serviced 

the trains and they departed Roanoke the next morning on time.  Kudos to them! 
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https://nypost.com/2019/12/05/bronx-amtrak-transformer-explosion-kills-1-employee-injures-2-others-cops/
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