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Kurt Reisweber is on deck to present the October program for the Blue Ridge Chapter.  Heôll be showing 

photos from the Roger Whitt collection.  His program will consist of two 140 slide trays, one of which 

contains Rogerôs photos from the 1950s and the other containing photos of recent times (CSX, NS, and 

the like). The photo above captured a Virginian Railway coal train eastbound on the bridge at Glen Lyn, 

VA, in September 1958.  Roger passed away in February 2020 and Kurt inherited his photos.  Kurt has 

not had a chance to go through all of them yet.  What he has ready to present ought to be the basis of a 

great show this month .  Kurt will have his Southern and Virginian books available for sale, too.  

Make plans to be at the October meeting, following CDC protocols. 
 
 

Wednesday, October 14, 2020.    6:00 p.m. 

                     Charley’s Restaurant.   707 Graves Mill Rd.   Lynchburg, VA. 
 
 

   

 

 



Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS 
Minutes of Meeting - September 9, 2020 

 
President Rick Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm at Charleyôs Restaurant and welcomed eight 
members. The August minutes were approved as distributed. 
 
Skip Hansberry presented the Treasurerôs Report. 
 
Under old business, Rick informed everyone, that Jerry Hampton who volunteers at the Old City Cemetery, stated 
our plaque for the bench donated for the C&O Stapleton Station/Museum was on order and should be installed 
soon.  
 
Under new business, Rick thanked Garland for getting our September newsletter out. Rick also reminded everyone 
that our BRC website was back up and running after it was temporarily shut down due to a payment fiasco. Rick 
also stated that Derek Wimberly was added as moderator to the BRC Facebook site. The business meeting 
adjourned at 7:50 pm 
 
Skip Hansberry provided the eveningôs program which featured a 1981 railfan jaunt into Canada and new England.    
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rick Johnson, acting Secretary 
  

 

 

NS donates gondolas to the Virginia Museum of Transportation 

The Virginia Museum of Transportation would like to extend a special thank you to Norfolk Southern Corp. 

for the donation of three gondolas to VMTôs 611 program. 

The three cars 

formerly, NS 200340, NS 

200298, and SOU 66538, 

will soon be re-stenciled as 

VMTX equipment where 

they will support future 

movements of the Norfolk 

& Western Class J 611.  

We greatly 

appreciate the support of 

Norfolk Southern Corp, 

and our other industry 

partners as 611 returns to 

steam this weekend at the 

North Carolina 

Transportation Museum.  

NS 200340 and SOU 66538 seen at Hurt, VA, trailing 611 in a ferry move from the                                                                                                                                                                              

NC Transportation Museum to the VMT in Roanoke on 26SEP2018.           (G. Harper) 
 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tSZHDbGWIV7yLkjcrW-m97CuBhftgu2aTTDx_N4sg7_oI1dgf6CfOn9BtV9d6bHeSmwMjGQqZZFshOFJIdF3YIUzs8nB_V6TVUg6FOFUzHOdSKiNjQZxHbKqL-aCJxhu6TVjxPx2fw4=&c=v6mzVGdraUusuXqO36NRsKhiXGqurANfZAz6GZ1B4L5LVlOeYykmwQ==&ch=xUxNhVVN9QniIG2mhZ-o2n019cKbuVe4O8col7wxOlWNH9iVGyYslg==


      How a locomotive gets lettered.  Photo essay by Wayland Moore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Turn the page to see the finished producté 



 

 

 

The progression of lettering of locomotive PNLX 2107 is shown here.  Last month the progression of the painting and striping of 

the unit was shown.   It began life as an EMD GP-50 for the Missouri Pacific which went to UP.  Its UP colors are seen in the 

first photo.  Later the EMD prime mover was replaced with a Cat 3516C engine by Motive Power, Inc. to transform it into a MPI 

GP20B-3.  Precision Locomotive later obtained it, refurbished it after swapping for another prime mover in better shape.  It then 

received a new paint job and was lettered.  Chances are it will be working in New York state by the time you read this. 

The photos illustrate the progression of decal application.  The decal is first correctly positioned on the side of the unit and held 

in place with magnets.  One half of the decalôs backing is removed exposing the adhesive and that half is pressed onto the unitôs 

surface.  The other half of the backing is then removed and that half is applied.  Lastly, the top layer is completely removed 

leaving the decal exposed.  Lastly, slits are made on the decal where door openings on the unit are located.  The smaller decals 

with necessary lettering are applied in a similar fashion resulting in the unit fully decaled. 

Included for your viewing pleasure and education are some Precision Locomotive videos illustrating the locomotive rehab work 

they do. 

Swapping out a prime mover: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tU5qALo3rDo 

Prime mover cold start: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5_6zdgpY7A 

Self-load test: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_bxHr-djzE&t=80s 

 

                        - Wayland Moore 

 

 

National Director’s report 

I listened to the annual meeting by phone on September 26 as my ancient computer/browser wouldn't support the 

'GoToMeeging' package.  The meeting lasted about half an hour.  My take-away:  All of the by-law changes 

passed.  Of 6000 proxies sent out 1348 were returned.  We have between 5,000 and 6,000 members.  NRHS 

President Al Weber felt confident that there would be an effective COVID vaccine in time to allow a Summer 2021 

convention based in Milwaukee to take place, but no tentative dates were mentioned.  Al thanked all the outgoing 

officers, welcomed the newcomers, and the meeting was adjourned.   The new officers are listed in the September 

2020 NRHS News which members should have received by mail.  Please note the article about $48,100 that was 

distributed to 16 worthy projects this year.  The Advisory Council has pushed hard to keep donations at this level as 

we have had significant donations and our finances are healthy.  Please consider an additional donation with your 

2021 dues.   

- Bob Leslie 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tU5qALo3rDo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5_6zdgpY7A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_bxHr-djzE&t=80s


SIGHTINGS 

 

Norfolk Southern 

Research train made 

a round trip between 

Roanoke and Norfolk 

on Oct. 5 and 6.   

Hereôs a shot of it on 

its westbound trip 

leaving Concord, VA, 

after a ñpersonnel 

changeò was made 

there.  Train consisted 

of locomotives 3482 

and 3403 with NS 34 

and 33 trailing.  Photo 

submitted by G. H. 

Carlin. 

 

The Illinois Terminal heritage 
unit, NS 1072, aka., ñthe Glow 
Wormò, is seen on NS train 234 
at Dogwood near Altavista on 
the former VGN. 08OCT2020.  
(Roy Evans) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Southern Ry heritage unit, 
NS 8099, is seen on NS train 
211 at City Farm passing under 
US 29.  09OCT2020.   (Roy 
Evans) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
To the left are two pictures of 
an Amtrak train at Kemper 
Street Station. So what, you 
may be thinking. Whatôs so 
unusual about that?  Well, 
what we have here is the 
LAST Saturday southbound 
Crescent (train #19) 
departure from Lynchburg to 
be seen for a while.  As 
reported in earlier issues of 
the Blue Ridge Dispatcher 
Amtrak has made good on its 
intention to cut back the 
frequency of the long-
distance trains from daily to 
thrice weekly. From this point 
forward the northbound 
Crescent, #20 will leave LYH 
on Mon., Wed., and Fri. only.  
Southbound #19 will leave 
LYH on Sun., Tue., and Fri. 
only.  Amtrak says daily 
service will resume when 
ridership shows signs of 
rebounding assuming the 
COVID pandemic shows 
signs of diminishing.   
Submitted by I. Lee Hawkins 
on October 10, 2020. 

 
                  The Roanoke Chapter, NRHS, receives significant rolling stock donation 
                                                                                                         

A Norfolk and Western passenger car that was built in 1927, and remained in service until the 
early ô60s, has been acquired by the Roanoke Chapter, NRHS.  
            Ken Miller provides a history of the car.  The car was the only survivor of the class of six cars of 
BPe cars.  It was number 600, was sold for scrap about 1960 to a Pulaski scrap yard, then resold by 
them about 1979 to a new restaurant and hotel going up near Blacksburg.  The car was cut in half to 
move it to Blacksburg.  When the hotel closed down and was being readied to be torn down, some of the 
Roanoke Chapter folks began to talk with the contractor taking the hotel down about the future of the car.  
Initially, he was planning to sell the car or move it to a camp, because he was convinced it was worth a 
lot of money, but later realized how difficult and expensive it would be to move. 
            The Roanoke Chapter folks got him to agree to donate the car, then approached the Lynchburg 
Crane people who graciously donated the cranes to hoist and the trucking company to move it to 
Roanoke.  Chapter members did a huge amount of work to prep the car for movement, now the mission 
for them is to find a suitable under frame and trucks at an acceptable price (read donation) to place it 
back on the track.  The Roanoke Chapter already owns eight other N&W passenger cars and Three 
N&W locomotives. 
                            - submitted by Norris Deyerle 
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